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HAVE hid; momeht mind the fas | 
your. df yours of the 8ch inſtant; 4 
will make you a true excuſe, (tho 

ne very one) that I dofer'd: the 
troubling: you with. a letter, hen I ſent 
back you Papers, in hopes of ſeeing y 

at Brifield befbre-this time If Ichad met 
with any fault in your perfofmanee, I 
thauld: oy Gow now (as I have done too pre- 
2 in eonverſation With a tell 
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vou my opinion; which I have frequently 
_--—-— ventur'd to give you, rather in compliance 


with your deſires than that I could think ic 
reaſonable. For I am not yer ſatisfied upon 
hat grounds 1 can pretend to judge of 


Poetry, who never have been practic d in 


the Art. There may poſſibly be ſome hap- 
py genius's, who may judge of ſome of 
the natural beauties of a Poem, as a man 
may of the proportions” of a building, 
without having read Vitruvius, or knowing 
any thing of the rules of architecture: But 
this, tho it may ſometimes be in the right, 
muſt be ſubject to many miſtakes, and is 
certainly but a ſuperficial knowledge ; with- 
out entring into the art, the methods, and 
the particular excellencies of the whole 
compoſure, in all the parts of it. 25 
Beſides my want of skill I have another 
reaſon why I ought to ſuſpect my ſelf, by 
reaſon of the —_ affection I have for 
| you, which might give too much biaſs, to 
be kind to every thing that comes from 
you; but after, all, I muſt ſay (and I do it 
with an-old-faſhion'd ſincerity) that I en- 
tirely approve of your Tranſlation of thoſe: 
Pieces of Homer, both as to the 'verſifica-/ 
tion and the true ſenſe that ſhines thro the 
whole; nay I am confirmed in my former 
application to you, and give me leave to 
renew it upon this occaſion, chat yau 


* 
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ou'd proceed in tranſlating that incompa- 
— Poet, to make him ſpeak good En- 
gliſd, to dreſs his admirable characters in 


our proper, ſignificant, and expreſſive con- 
ceptions, and to make his works as e 2 2 


_ arid inſtructive to this degenerate age, 
he was to our friend Horace, when be 


read him at Prængſte, 246," uud t 1. 
chrum, quid turpe, quid —— quid non, = 


I break off wich that 8 uon fa Ne which 
| I confeſs I am charm d. 3. 7 
Upon the whole matter I intrest you to 
ſend this preſently to be added to the Miſ- 
cellanies, and I hope it Os core time 


enough for that purpoſe. [ 4; Hoodt 


I have nothing to fay of 8 Nestes 
B. s obſervations; for he ſent them to me 


ſo late, that I had not time to conſider 


them; 1 dare ſay he endeavour d very 
faithfully (tho he told me as a) 4 _o 


execute your commands. 
All Tcan add is, that if your 3 of mo- 


deſty ſhou'd hinder you from publiſhing this | 


Eſſay,” I ſhall only be ſorry that I have no 


more credit with you, to perſuade you to 


oblige the enen d * enen 
dear Sir, 


95 2 
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2 you my opinion; which I have frequently 
ventur d to give you, rather in compliance 


with your deſires than that I could think it 
reaſonable. For I am not yet ſatisfied upon 


©; 


what gtounds 1 can pretend to judge f 
Poetry, who never have been practic d in 


the Art. There may poſſibly be ſome hap- 
py genius's, who may judge of ſome of 
the natural beauties of a Poem, as a man 
may of the proportions of a building, 
without having read Vitruvius, or knowing 
any thing of the rules of architecture: But 
this, tho it may ſometimes be in the right, 
muſt be ſubject to many miſtakes, and is 
certainly but a ſuperficial knowledge; with- 
out entring into the art, the methods, and 
the particular excellencies of the whole 
compoſure, in all the parts of it. ES 
Heſides my want of skill I have another 
reaſon why I ought to ſuſpe&t my ſelf, by 
reaſon of the great affection I have for 
you, which might give too much biaſs, to 
be kind to every thing that comes from 
you; but after all, I muſt ſay (and 1 do it 
with an old- faſhion'd ſincerity) that I en- 
tirely approve of your Tranſlation of thoſe 
Pieces of Homer, both as to the verſifica- 
tion and the true ſenſe that ſhines thro the 
whole; nay I am confirmed in my former 
application to you, and give me leave to 
renew it upon this occaſion, that yqu 
7 | 8 KA ns wou'd | 
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ou'd proceed in tranſlating that incompa- 
— Poet, to make him ſpeak good En- 
gliſb, to dreſs his admirable characters in 


your proper, ſignificant, and expreſſive con- 
beptions, and to make his — as A 2 


and inſtructive to this degenerate age, 

he was to our friend Horace, when be 
read him at Nagy UG, quid it pul- 
chrum, quid turpe, quid utile, quid nan, &c. 
J break off with thas 755 uon 8 with which 
I confeſs I am'\charm'd, oo 4 5 
| Upon: the whole matter I intreat you to 
ſend this preſently to be added to the Miſ- 
cellanies, and I hope it will come _ 

enough for that purpaſe ?- O 2d 214 0 
I have nothing to ſay as my Nepheve 
B. 's obſervations; for he ſent them to me 
ſo late, that I had not time to conſider 
them; I dare ſay he endeavour d very 
faichfully (cho he told me 0 haſtily) to 
execute your commands. 1 
All I can add is, that if your exceſs fan 
zeſty ſhou'd hinder you from publiſhing this 
Efſay,” I ſhall only be ſorry that I have no 
more credit with you, to eee vou to 
2 the ere and GA denn 
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Send you. Dennit's remarks on the . f 
+ ſay, which equally. abound in juſt Cri- 


— — and fine Railleries: The few obſer 


vations in my hand in the margins, are 
what a mornings leiſure permitted me 


to make, purely for your peruſal. For I 


am of opinion that ſuch; a, Ctitic as [you 


Will find hitn by the latter part of his 
book, is but one way to be properly an- 


ſwer d and that way I -wou'd not take 


after what he informs me in his preface, 


that he is at this time perſecuted by For- 
tune. This I knew not before; if I had, 
his name had been ſpar' d in the Eſſay, 
for that only reaſon. I can't conceive 


what ground he has for ſo exceſſive a re- 


ſentment ; nor imagine how thoſe + three 
lines can be. call'd a reflection on his Pers. 


on, vrhich only deſcribe; him ſubject a lite 


to Anger on ſome occafiohs.' I have herd 
of combarants ſo very furious, as to fall 


* 7 n 1 q 


— 


On Criticiſm. 
+ But Appius nude at each word you PA 
And flares tremendous with a threatning eye, 


down 


Mr. P OP E, &. 


they 'd to lay 


if Mr. Dennis's rage proceed 


only from a zeal to diſcourage young and 


une 


the precepts in the world would not re- 
chim a finger, ſome very fad example has 


done the buſineſs . Yer to give this man 


his due, he has objected to one or two 
lines with reaſon, and F will alter em in 
caſe of another edition; I will make my 
enemy do me a kindneſs where he meant 
an injury, and ſo ſerve inſtead of a friend. 
What he obſerves at the bottom of page 
20th of his reflections, was objected to: by 
youy ſelf, and had been mended but for 
the haſte of the preſs: Tis right Mrbor- 
nian, and. I confeſs it what the Eng/ifh call 


a, Bull in the expreſſion, tho” the ſenſe be 


manifeſt enough: Mr. Dennis's Bulls are 


ſeldom. in the e they are always | 
in the ſenſe n: | 


I ſhall certainly never make oj 
reply: to him; not only- becauſe you adviſe 


me, but becauſe I have ever been of 
nion, that if" a _ can't aer, for wy 


3 


1 


* This Tenge we find e put into Verſe in * 


| 8 
Wh”. 


** 


down themſetves with that very blow which I 
heavy on their antes * 


xperienc d writers from ſcribling, he 
ſnou d frighten us with his Verſe not Proſe: 
I hate oſten known, that when al)! 


| to the publick, tis to no ſort of - 
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for its author to do it. If I am wrong in 
aily ſentiment of that Eſſay, I proteſt ſin- 
cerely, 1 don't defire all the world ſhould 
be deceiv'd (which wou'd be of very ill 
conſequence) meerly that I my ſelf may be 
thought right, (which is of very little con- 
ſequence). | I'd be the firſt to recant, for 
the benefit of others, and the glory of my 
ſelf; for (as I take it) when a man owns 
himſelf to have been in an error, he does 
but tell you in other words, that he is wiſer 
than he was. But I have had an advan- 
tage by the publiſhing that book of Bs 
which otherwiſe I ſhould never have 
known : It has been the occaſion of ma- 
king me friends, and open abetters, of ſe- 
veral gentlemen of known ſenſe and wit; 
and of proving to me what I have till 
now doubted, that my writings are taken 
ſome notice of by the world in general, 
or I ſhould never be attack d thus in par- 
ticular. I have read that twas a cuſtom 
among the Romans, while a General rode 
in triumph, to have common ſoldiers in 
the ſtreets that rail'd at him and reproach d 
him; to put him in mind, that tho his 
ſervices were in the main approved and 
rewarded, yet he had faults 7 5 to keep 
him humble. LT 


1 * * . 
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bu nw go 
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Fou will ſee by this, that whoever ſets 
up for wit in theſe days ought to have the 
of a primitive chriſtian, and be 
prepar d to ſuffer martyrdom. in the cauſe 
of it. But ſure this is the firſt time that 


a Wit was attack d for his Religion, as you'll 


find I am moſt zealouſſy in this treatiſe: 
and you know Sir, — alarms J have had 
from the * oppoſite fide on this account. 


Have I e 


4 enn 


nid; jam — — b pr * 2 Gi 
Cui Jy Ts rs AR. & oper 
"If 3 
Dirdanide' infenf lena 98, Sig of 
cr! | OS 
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"Tis homer: ay ware . T | 


Ja Was able to 1 os ts þ phe ads 
o Jou: well bnow, that Wit's of ap Region, | 


The 3 Mr. D. takes to 


0 


pieces ſeveral particular lines, detach d from 
their natural places, may ſhew how eaſy 
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a new nonſence ' to any thing. And in- 
deed his conſtructions are not more vreſt- 
ed from the genuine meaning, than theirs 
who objected to the RE Ar as den 
calld *em. 

Our friend the A550 is not of chat fore, 
who with the utmoſt candour and free- 
dom, has modeſtly told me what others 
thoughe, and ſhewn himſelf one (as he 

very well expreſſes. it) rather of a Number 
than a Party. The only difference between 
us in relation to the Monks, is, that he 
thinks moſt ſorts of learning flouriſh'd a- 
mong em, and I am of opinion that only 
ſome ſort of learning was barely kept alive 
by em; he believes, that in the moſt na- 
tural and obvious ſenſe, that line (4 ſecond 
deluge Learning over-run) will be under- 
ſtood of Learning in general; and I fancy 
*rwill be underſtood only (as tis meant) of 
lite Learning, Criticiſm, Poetry, Sc. which 
1s the only learning . concern d in the ſub- 
ject of the Eflay. It is true, that the Monks 
did preſerve win learning there was, about 
Em wy the Flic, s time; but thoſe who 
cogpded fell into the depth of Barba- 
Tim, or at leaſt ſtood at a ſtay while othets 
roſe from thence; inſomuch chat even | 
Ins and. Retichlin could hardly laugh chem 
out of it. Lam hi 
be's zeal in 1 and 851 


was A neſs 
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Aale in not con what he thinks my 
error. And his-teſtif ing ſome eſteem for 


the book, juſt at a time when his brethren 


rais d a clamour againſt it, is an inſtance 
of great generoſity and ane Which 1 
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to make it no leſs cliohy boſineſ to 
perſuade men they are erroneous, than Do- 
ors do that they are fick; only that they 
may magnify their own cure, and triumph 
over an imaginary 1 nee 
"objected: to in my * 4 


(Thus wit, like fainky by bed nan it is an 

* oil Mal See, and alt are damn d befide. ) 

plainly concludes at this found line, where 
Rands: 2 full ſtop: and What folfows (Mean- 
bey ſeert, &c.) ſpeaks only of Wir, 
(Whieft is meant by bat Bleſſing, and that 
t for how can the ſun of faith be ſaid 


B 2 | to 


N your laſs 900 inform'd me of the 
miſtaken zeal of ſome people, who 
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to ſublime the ſouthern wits, and to ripen the 
geruus s of northern ' climates? I fear theſe 
gentlemen underſtand grammar as little as 
they do criticiſm; and perhaps out of good 
nature to. the Monks, are willing to take 
from 'em the cenſure of ignorance, and to 
have it to themſelves. The word They 
refers (as I am ſure I meant, and as I 
thought every. one muſt have known) to 
thoſe critics there ſpoken of, who are par- 
tial to ſome particular ſett of writers, to 
the prejudice of all others. And the very 
ſimile it ſelf, if twice read, may convince 
them, that the cenſure here of damning, 
lies not on our Church at all, unleſs” they 
call our Church one ſmall Se: and the 
cautious words, (by each: man) NY 
ſhow. it a general reflection on all 1 
(whoever they are) who entertain thoſe 
narrow and limited notions of the mercy 
of the Almighty ; which the Reform d mi- 
niſters and Presbyterians are as guilty of as 
any people living. 
Vet after all, I promiſe you Sir, if the 
alteration of a word or to will gratify any 
man of ſound faith tho weak underſtand- 
ing, I will (tho' it were from no other 
principle than that of common good na- 
ture) comply with it. And if you pleaſe 
but to particularize the ſpot where their 
objection lies, (for it js in a very narrow 
ö 6:24 com- 


- 


JW 


ly am' concern'd ; I have a greater regard 
to the quiet of mankind than to diſturb it 


* r 1 * 
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compaſs) that ſtumbling- block tho it be 
but à little pebble, ſhall be removed out 
of their way. If che heat of theſe good 
diſputants (who 1 am afraid being bred up 
to wrangle in the ſchools, cannot get rid 
of the humor all their lives) ſhou'd pro- 
ceed ſo far as to perſonal refle&tions upon 
me, I aſſure you notwithſtanding I will 
do, or fay nothing, however provok'd (for 

ple can no more provoke than 


oblige) that is unbecoming the character 


of a true Catholick. I will ſet before me 
the example of that great man, and great 
Saint Eraſmus; who in the midſt of ca- 


| lamny proceeded with all the calmneſs of 


innocence, and the unrevenging ſpirit of 
primitive chriſtianity. Howeyer I wou d 


adviſe them to ſuffer the mention of him 
to paſs unregarded, leſt I ſhou d be forc'd 
to do that for his reputation which I 
wou'd never do for my on; I mean, to 
vindicate ſo great a light of our Church 


from the malice of paſt times, and the ig- 
norance of the preſent, in a language which 


may extend farther than that in which 
the Trifle about Criticiſm is written. Twiſh 
theſe gentlemen wou'd be contented with 
finding fault with me only, who will ſub⸗ 
mit to em right or wrong, as far as I on- 


: for 
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for things of ſo little confequence as m 
credit and my ſenſe. A little humility = 
do. a Poet no hurt, ., and; a little Charity 

wou d do a Prieit none: For as 26 ee 
finely ſays, Us Charitas, ibi ee $; 
lH eg Be tilt Ta wan 
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2 10 FLY "yy Tat? 
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©... H E concern — 5 you more than 
jj ſeen, to. be affected with for my 
reputation, by che en accounts you have 
ſo obligingly given of What reports ar py 
genſures the holy Van E — oy M 
to pals. upon me, makes me deſirous of 
telling ſo good a friend my whole thoughts 
of this matter; and of ſetting, before you 
Mis clear light the true ſtate of it. 
I have ever believ d the beſt piece of 
me one cou d do to our religion, was 
openly. to expreſs, our deteſtation and ſcorn 
of all thoſe mean artifices and Piæ fraudes, 
Which it ſtands ſo little in need of, and 


41 


which have laid. it under Ml ese. —4 
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Nathing has been ſo much a ſcarecrow 
to them, as that too peremptory and ſeem- 
ingly-vacharicabls aſſertion of an utter ms 
poſſibility of Salvation: to all but our ſelves; 
invincible ignorance excepted, which in- 
deed ſome people define under ſo great li- 
mitations and with ſuch excluſions, that 
it ſeems as if that word were rather in 
vented as a falyo, or expedient, not to be 
thought too bold with the thunder- bolts 
of God (which are Wurbd about ſo freely 
on almoſt all mankind by the hands of 
eccleſiaſticks) than as a real exception to 
almoſt-univerſal-. damnation. For beſides 
che ſmall number of the truly faithful in 
24 Church, we muſt again ſubdivide; 
the Janſeniſt is damn * y the Zeſuit, the 
efuit by the Jan e Scot the 
2 I . 14 by. 
There may be Errors I PUN I b 
chin em of ſuch conſequence as to deſtroy | 
utterly the charity of mankind; the very 
greateſt bond in which we are ingag d by 
God to one another. Therefore I on to 


you, I was glad of any opportunity to ex- 


preſs my diſlike of ſo ſhocking a ſentiment 
as thoſe of the religion I profeſs are com- 
monly charg d with; and I hop'd, a flight 
inſinuation, intralus d ſo 5 by a ca- 
ſual ſimilitude only, cou'd never have gi- 


ven offence ; but on the contrary muſt 


needs | 
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needs have done good; in a nation and 
time, wherein we are the ſmaller 22 
and conſequently. moſt miſrepreſented, and | 
moe in need of 'vindication."' '. | - 

For the ſame reaſon; I took ae to 
mention the Super/tit;on of ſome ages after 
the ſubverſion of the Roman Empire, which 

is too manifeſt a truth to be deny d, and 
— in no ſort reflect upon the preſent 
profeſſors of our faith rin are fret from 
it. Our ſilence in theſe points may with 
ſome reaſon make our adverſaries think we 
allow and perſiſt in thoſe biggotries; which 
yet in reality all good and ſenſible Men 
deſpiſe,” tho they are perſuaded not to 
ſpeak againſt ' em; I cant tell why, ſince 
now, tis no way the intereſt even of the 
worſt of our Prieſthood (as it might have 
been then) to have them ſmother'd in ſi- 
lence: For as the oppoſite Sets are now 
prevailing, tis too late to hinder our church 
from being ſlander d; tis our buſineſs no] 
to | ſhow. it is ſlander' d unjuſtly, and to 
vindicate our ſelves from being thought, 
abettors of what they charge us with. 
This can't ſo well be brought about with 
ſerious: faces; we muſt laugh with them 
at what deſerves it; and then we need not 
doubt of being clear d, ev in their opi- 
renne ue ne bim . 
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5. to ee you cannot but have 
obſerv d = at firſt the whole objeCtion 
againſt the ſimile of wit and faith lay to 
the word They: When that was: 127534 
contradiction removed (the very Grammar 
ſerving to confute em) then the objection 
lies againſt, the Simile itself; or if that ſi- 
mile will not be objected to (ſenſe and 
common reaſon being indeed a little ſtub- 
born, and not apt to give way to every 
body) next the mention of Superſtition 
muſt. become a crime (as if Religion and 
ſhe were ſiſters, or that / ſeandal upon the 
family of Cbriſt, to Ay a word * 
the Berils baſtard.) p (nr more 
miſchief is diſcover d in a place that ſeem'd 


innocent at firſt, the two lines about Schi- 


matics, at the bottom of page 24. An or- 


dinary man wou'd imagine the author 
plainly declar d againſt thoſe ſchiſmatics, 
for quitting the true faith out of contempt 
of the underſtanding of ſome ſew of its 
believers: But theſe believers are call d 


Dull, and becauſe I ſay that choſe: ſcbiſ 


matics think ſome; believers dull, therefore: 


theſe charitable interpreters f my mean- 


ing will have it, that I think all believers 
dull. I was telling lately Mr. - theſe 


ohjections: who aſſur' d me I had aid: no- 
ys which a Cab. need to -difown, 


and 
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and I have cauſe to know that gentle- 
man's fault (if he has any) is not Want of 
zeal: He put a notion into my head which 
I confeſs I can't but perfectly acquieſce 
in; that when a ſett of people are piqu'd 
at any truth which they think to cher 
own diſadvantage, their method of r re- 
venge on tlie tuth-ſpeaker is to arti 
his reputation a By-way, and not' openly 
to object to the place they are really gall'd' 
by: What theſe therefore (in his 1 
are in earneſt angry at, is, that Er \ 
whom their tribe oppreſe'd and perſecuted 
mould be mapa after an age no ob- 
uy by one of their own people, willi 
ve, 8 honeſt truth in behalf of 35 
dead, whom no man ſure will flatter, 
and to whom few will do juſtice. Othe 
you know were as angry that I mention N 
Mr. WalſÞ with honour ; who as he never 
refus'd to any one of merit of any ny gary 
the praiſe due to him, fo honeſtly deſer yd 
it from all others, tho of ever 2 diffe- 
rent intereſts or ſentiments. May I be 
ever guilty of this fort of liberty, and la- 
titude of principle ! which gives us the 
hardineſs of ing well of thoſe whor 
o_ oppreſſes ev'n after death. As I 
always ſpeak well of my living 
feeds when at wo abſent, nay becauſe 


* 
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1 POE GU ay 
they are abſent ;z, ſo would I much mare, 
of the dead, in chat eternal abſence; and 


the rather bea 1 e no thanks 
#0r ip e t 


Thus, Ss, you-ſee 1 do in. my conſcjence | 


in what I have written; yet in my 
friend(hip I will recant and alter What⸗ 
ever vou pleaſe, in caſe. of a ſecond edi- 
tion (which I. think, che book will not. ſo 


ſoon arriye at, for Torſon's printer told me 
che drew off a thouſand. copies in this firſt 
; gf a ky and I fancy a txratiſe| of this 
nature, which not one gentleman. in three- 
core even of a liberal education. can. un- 


derſtand, can hardly exceed the vent of 
that number.) You ſhall find me 2 trus 
Trojat in my faith,: and friendſhig, in both 
which Low perſevere to the end. 
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_ thoſe of my head, in your excellent ver- 
ſiop of my Eſſay; I ſhould not only ap- 

r the beſt writer in the world, but what 
1 * more deſire to be thought; the 
moſt yout ſervant of any man living. Tis 
an advantage very rarely known, to receive 
at once A great honour and a great im- 
prevement. This Sir, you have afforded 
me, having at the ſame time made others 
take my ſenſe; and taught me to under- 
ſtand my own; if 1 may call that my 
own which is indeed more properly yours: 
Your verſes are no more a tranſlation of 
mine; than Virgil's are of Homer, but are 
like his, the juſteſt Imitation and che no- 
bleſt Commentary. nn eee et 

In putting me into a French dreſs; 700 
5 not only adorned my outſide, but 
mended my ſhape; and if I am now a 
good figure, I muſt confider you have na- 
turaliz d me into a country which is fa- 
mous for making every man a ſine gentle- 
man. It is by your means, that (contrary 
to moſt. young travellers) I am come back 
much. better than I went out. 

I cannot but wiſh we had a bill of c com- 
merce for Tranſlation eſtabliſhed the next 
parliament, we could not fail of bein 
gainers by that, nor of making our 0 
amends for all we have loſt by the 
805 tho' we, TR cow upon the demo- 


liſhing 


A., P OP E, Ve!) wn 


ung of ' Boileai's works; the "French; 8 
long as they have writers of youỹr form, 
might 'haye as good an Equivalent: Se 
v Upon the whole, I am really as prou 
as our Miniſters can be, of the terms 1 
bave gain'd from abroad; and T deſign 
Uke them, to publiſh ſpeedily to the world 
che benefits accruing from them; for 
cannot reſiſt the temptation of printin 
you! admirable! tranſlation here “; "ak 
you will be ſo obliging to give me leave 
to prefix your name, it wilf be the only 
—— you can make to the "Yonour al- 
ready dels we Fa, e 
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1 AM very glad for the fake of the 
Widow ane | for. the 25 of the de- 
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* This was never done, for the two 8 French Verfan, 
Re 1 of this hand. The one was the work of Monſieur 
ton, private Secretary to King George the fir/ts N 

in 4% at. 4 — and at London 1717. Me other by 


5 Abbe Reſnel, in 8 with a targe Preface and Notes, at 
Paris, N 2077 . 
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ecas'd, that, + Berterton 5 remains are fallen 
into ſuch hands as may render. em repu- 
table te/ che one and beneficial to the other. 
Beſides the publick acquaintance I long had 
with. that poor man, I alſo had a flender 
knowledge of his parts and capacity by 
private convetſation, and ever thought it 
pity, he was neceſſitated by the ſtraitneſs 
of his fortune, to act (and eſpecially to his 
lateſt hours) an imaginary and fictitious 
part, who, was capable of exhibiting a real 
one, with credit to himſelf and eee 
to his neighbour - ho w67 nl be 

I hope your health permitted you e 


ecute your deſign of giving us an imitation 
of Pollio, I am ſatisfy d "twill be doubly 
Divine and 1 ſhall long to fee it. 1 ever 
thought church-muſick the moſt raviſhing 
of all harmonious compoſitions, and m 
alſo believe facred ſubjects, well handled, 
the moſt inſpiring of all Poetry: 
But where hangs the Lock now? (cho 
T know that rather than draw any juſt re- 
5 upon your ſelf, of the leaſt ſhad 
f; il]-nature,; Wh would freely. have 5 


| — 5 one of ſt of Poems.) I hear 
= more 9 5 ir — wth it come at in LO 


TT 


« a * 9 Hb Wenn A 


r Tak 1 Part of ogg cee 
Tales, the ologues, He — in a Miſcrll. any with eme | 
ar of Mr: Pope, in = J. 120 * | 


"CAM Miſeel- 


Mr. POPE; Cc. 23 


Miſcellany or not ? I wrote to Lord Pere 


upon the ſubject 


of the Lock, ſome time 


| fince, but have as yet had no anſwer, nor 


indeed do I know when he'll be in Lon 


dn. J have fince I ſaw you correſpond- 


ed with Mrs. N. T hope ſhe is now. with 
her Aunt, and that her journey thither 
was ſomething facilitated by my 8 | 
to that Lady as preſſingly as poſfible, not 

to let any thing oßſtruct it; 1 
ſent” her obliging anſwer to the it 
moſt concern d; and when I hear Mrs. V. 
is certainly there, I will wrice again to my 
Lady, to urge as much as poſſible the 
feting che only thing that in my opinion 


can make her Niece eaſy. e e 


Wan ho am 
e Ke. 


"4 
{ } : 


. rer 8 Ae. a * 


n May 28, 4. 

'T is not is the diſpoſitian I always 
have of converſing with you, that 
makes me ſo ſpeedily anſwer your oblig- 


ing letter, but the apprehenſion leſt your 


charicable intent of writing to my Lady A. 
on 


24 L BT: T E R 85 'of 
on Mrs. Mis, affair ſhould; be fruſtrated, by 


favours and kind offices you have ſhown 


the ſhort ſtay ſhe makes there. She went 


thicher on the 25th with that mixture of | 
expectation and anxiety, wich which 
ple uſually go into unknown or half - diſ 


cover d countries, utterly ignorant of the 
diſpoſitions of the inhabitants, and the 


treatment they are to meet with. The 
Unfortunate of all people are the moſt un- 


fit to be left alone; yet we ſee the world 
generally takes care they ſhall be ſo. Where- 
as if we took a. conſiderate ; proſpect of 
human nature, the buſineſs and ſtudy of 
the happy and eaſy ſhou'd be to divert — 
humour, as well as comfort and pity, the 
diſtreſſed. I cannot therefore excuſe ſome 
near Allies of mine for their conduct of 


late towards this Lady, which has given me 


a great deal of anger as well as ſorrow. 
All I ſhall ſay to you of em at preſent is, 
that they have not been my relations theſe 
two months: The conſent of opinions in 
our minds, is certainly a nearer tye than 
can be centracted by all the blood in our 
bodies; and I am proud of finding I have 


ſomething congenial with you. Will you 


permit me to confeſs to you, that all the 


rowards Me, have not ſo ſtrongly cement- 


ed me yours, as the diſcoyery of that ge- 


nerous and manly compaſſion you mani. 
feſted 


WT 
— 
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felted in'the caſe of this unhappy Lady? | 


I am afraid to infinuate to you how' much 
I eſteem you: Flatterers have taken up the 
ſtile which was once peculiar to friends, 
and an honeſt man has now no way left 
to expreſs himſelf beſides the common one 
of knaves : ſo that true friends now-a-days 
differ in their addreſs from flatterers, much 
as right maſtiffs do from ſpaniels, and 
ſhow themſelves by a dumb ſurly ſort of 
fidelity, rather than by their complaiſant 
and open kindneſs. — Will you never 
leave commending my Poetry? In fair 
truth Sir, I like it but too well my ſelf 
already — Expoſe me no more, I beg you, 
to — — of Vanity, (the rock of 


all men, but moſt of young men) and be 


kindly content for the future, when you 
wou'd pleaſe me throughly, to ſay only 
you like what I write, e 
19905 Your, &c. 


1 >" n 
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. . HD oh une 1, 1712. 
AM at a ſolitude, an houſe between 

Hampſtead and London wherein Sir 
Charles Sedley died. 9 9 circumſtance ſer 


— 
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me a thinking and ruminating upon the 
einployments in which Men of wit exer- 


eie themſelves. It was ſaid of Sir Charles, 
who breath d his laſt i in this room, 


Sedley has that prevailing gentle art, | 
Which can with a refiftleſs charm impart, 0 
The logſeſt wiſhes to the chaſteſt beurt; 
Raiſe ſucb a conflict, kindle fuch a fire 
Between declining Virtue and Defire, 

Till the poor vanquiſh'd Maid diſſolves away 
In dreams all night, in ſighs and tears all day. 


eee of the 
Town, but I dare ſay, without preſuming 
to make uncharitable conjectures on | 
author's preſent condition, he would ra- 
ther have had it faid of him that he had 
pray d, a | 
— 0h thou my voice inſpire, 
Who touch d Iſaiah's hallo d lips with: fire] 


I have turn'd to every verſe and chap- 
ter, and think you have preſerv'd the ſub- 
lime heavenly ſpirit throughout the whole, 
eſpecially at — Hark a glad voice — and 
— T be lamb with wolves ſhall graze — 
There is but one line which 15 hink be- 
| low: the original, ln 


. 
" 


He wipes the tears for ever from our eyes. 


_ You have expreſs d it with a good and 
pious, but not with fo exalted and poetical 
a ſpirit as the propher, The Lord God will 
wipe away tears from off. all faces. If you 
agree with me in this, alter it by way of | 


1 2 „„ „ £ . TY 
paraphraſe or otherwiſe, that When it | 
comes into a volume it may be amended. | 
Your Poem is already better than the Pollis. | 


Wii 3 &c. * 
1 5 * w- * N * 
[5 1 * 
| * & * x 0 * 
„ | "4 bi ; ) 


+ 
FH 


* 21 8 * : 4 * 
Me. Pork to Mr. STEEL E, 
2 . 7. "SP £ : Far 0. 3? off < 9 
5 > + # La ef £24 8 " x 3 vida 
| _ 


e — RCM 
OU have oblig d me with a very kind 

; letter, by which I find you ſhift the 
ſcene of your life from the town to the 
country, and enjoy that mix d ſtate. which e 
wiſe men both delight in, and are quali- 
lify'd for. Methinks the Moraliſts and Phi- 
loſophers have generally run too much into 

extremes in commending intirely either 

_  folirude, or publick life. In the former, 
men for the moſt part grow uſeleſs by too 
much reſt, and in the latter are deſtroy'd 
by too much precipitation; as waters lying 
ſtill, putrify and are good for nothing, and 
n f eee 


LE 
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running. violently on do but the more 
miſchief in their paſſage to others, and 
are ſwallow'd- up and loſt the ſooner 
_ themſelves, Thoſe indeed who can be 
uſeful to all ſtates, ſhould be like gentle 
ſtreams, that not only glide thro' lonely 
valleys and : foreſts amidſt the flocks and 
the ſhepherds, but viſit populous towns in 
their courſe, and are at once of ornament 
and ſervice to them. But there are an- 
other ſort of people who ſeem deſign d for 
ſolitude, ſuch I mean as have more to hide 
than to ſhow : As for my own, part, I am 
one of thoſe of whom Seneca ſays, Tam 
umbratiles ſunt, ut putent in turbido eſſe quic- 
quid in luce t. Some men like ſome pic- 
tures, are fitter for a corner than a full 
light; and I believe ſuch as have a natural 
bent to ſolitude (to carry on the. former 
 fimilitude) are like waters which may be 
forc'd into fountains and exalted into a 
great height, may make a noble figure 
and a louder noiſe, but after all they would 
Tun more ſmoothly, quietly and plentiful- 
ly, in their own natural courſe, upon the 
ground. The conſideration of this would 
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„ 
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The foregoing Similitudes our Author had put into Verſe ſome 
ears before and injerted into Mr. Wycherley's Poem on Mixt 
Life. We find him apparently in the Verſi fication of them, as 
they are fince printed in Wycherley's: pofthumpus' Works, 8? 
Page 3d and 4th. 27 5 ma. F 
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make me wed well Nd with * 


poſſeſſion only of that Quiet which. Cowley 
calls the Companion of Obſcurity, But who- 


ever has the Muſes too for his companions, 


can never be idle enough to be uneaſy. Thus 


1 ſee T would flatter my ſelf into a 
i of my own. way of living. 
Plutarch juſt now told me, that tis in hu- 


man life as in a game at tables, where a: 


man may waſh for the higheſt caſt, but if 


his chance be otherwiſe, he is een to play 


it as well as he can and to male the wo 


al r. Im 


: „ : bee * i | x 


; 
Long 


Me. Porr to Mr. STEELE. | 


Jes 16, 713. 

0 U 13 obſerv d to me, that 
nothing made a more ridiculous figure 

in a man's lie than the diſparity we often 
find in him fick and well: Thus one of 
an unfortunate conſtitution is perpetually 
exhibiting a miſerable example of the weak- 
neſs of his mind, and of his body, in their 
turns. I have had frequent opportunities 


of late to conſider my ſelf in theſe diffe- 


rent t views, and I hope bar receiv d ſome 
W. - advan- 


* 
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advantage _—_ W 
be true, that 


The ſou s dark cattage, batterd 1 Aa 4 


Lets in new * thro am 1 time "ow 


made. N f 

Then rey Scknel, — no les 
than old age to the ſhaking down this 
ſcaffolding of the body, may diſcover the 
inward Kacke more plainly. Sickneſs 
is a ſort of early old age ; it reaches us a 
diffidence in our earthly ſtate, and inſpires 
us with the thoughts of a future, better 
than a thouſand volumes of philoſophers 


and divines. It gives ſo warning a con- 


cuſſion to thoſe props of our vanity, our 
ſtrength and youth, that we think of for- 
tifying our ſelves within, when there is ſo 


little dependance upon our RED. 


Youth at the very beſt is but a betraye 


of human life in a gentler and ſmoot 


manner than age: Tis like a ſtream that 
nouriſhes a plant upon a bank, and cauſes 
it to flouriſh and bloſſom to the fight, but 
at the ſame time is undermining it at the 


root in ſecret. My youth has dealt more 


fairly and openly wich me, it has afforded 
ſeveral Proſpects of my danger, and given 
me an advantage not very common to 


d men, the attractions of the 


world 
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world have not dazzled me very much; 
and I begin where moſt. people end, with 
a full conviction of the emptineſs of all 


ſorts of ambition, and the unſatisfactory 
nature of all human pleaſures. When a 


ſmart fit of ſickneſs tells me this ſcurvy 
tenement of my body will fall in a little 
time, I am een as unconcern'd as was that 
honeſt Hibernian, who being in bed in the 
great ſtorm ſome years ago, and told the 
houſe would tumble over his head, made 


anſwer, What care I for the houſe? I 


am only a lodger. I fancy tis the beſt 
time to die when one is in the beſt hu- 
mour, and ſo exceſſively weak as I now 
am I may ſay with conſcience, that I am 
not at all uneaſy at the thought that ma- 
ny men whom I never had any eſteem 
for, are likely to enjoy this world after me. 


When I refle& what an inconſiderable little 
attom every ſingle man is, with reſpect to 


the whole creation, methinks tis a ſhame 
to be concern d at the removal of ſuch a 
trivial animal as I am. The morning af- 
ter my Exit, the ſun will riſe as bright as 


ever, the flowers ſmell as ſweet, the plants 


ſpring as green, the world will proceed in 


its old courſe, people will laugh as hear- 


tily, and marry as faſt as they were us d to 
do. The memory of man, (as it is ele- 
gantly expreſs d in the wiſdom of Solomon) 
3 | paſſeth 
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paſſeth away as the remembrance of a gueſt 
that tarrieth but one day. There are rea- 


ſons 1 0 in the fourth chapter of the 


ſame book, to make any young man con- 
tented with the proſpect of death. For ho- 
nourable age is not that which ſtandeth in 
length of time, or is meaſur'd by number of 
ars. But wiſdom is the gray hair to men, 
and an unſpotted life is old age. He was 
taken away ſpeedily, left wickedneſs ſhould 
alter his under landing, or Gevert 1 bis 


| ſoul, Ke. 1 am 


Mr. Porn to Mer Sens. 


Nov. 7. wy 12. 

I Was FA badet day in company with 
five or ſix men of ſome learning; where 
ancing to mention the famous verſes which 
_ Emperor Adrian ſpoke on his death- 
bed, they were all agreed that twas a 
piece df Gaiety unworthy of that Prince 
in thoſe circumſtances. I could not but 
differ from this opinion: Methinks it was 


by no means a gay, but a very ſerious ſo- 


liloguy to his ſoul at the point of his de- 


Partufe, in which ſenſe J naturally took 


the 


« of this body, thou fleeting t 


JJ... ———— 
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the verſes at my firſt reading them when 1 


was very young, and before I knew what 


interpretation che res generally put up- 


on chem. . 
| . nals blandula, 
H Mes comeſque corports, 


Que nunc abibis in loca ? 
Pallidula, rigida, nudula, 


| Nee (ut Soles) dabis joca ! 


« Alas, my ſoul! thou pleaing companion 


ing that art 
« now deſerting it! whither art thou fy- 


« ing ? to what unknown Scene ? all trem- 


bling, fearful, and penſive. Now what ia 
« become of thy former wit and humour ? 
* thou ſhalt jeſt and be gay no more.” 

I confeſs I cannot apprehend where lies 
the trifling in all this? Tis the moſt natu- 


ral and obvious reflection imaginable to a 


dying man: and if we conſider the Empe- 


peror was a heathen, that doubt concer- 


ning the future fate of his ſoul will ſeem 
ſo Fir from being the effect of want of 
thought, . that twas . ſcarce reaſonable he 
ſhould. think otherwiſe ; not to mention. 
that here is a plain confeſſion included of 
his belief in its immortality. The dimi- 


nutive * of vagula, blandula, and the 
B 


reſt 3 


reſt, en not to me as he of ; 
levity, but rather of endearment and con- 


cern; ſuch as we find in Catullus, and the 
authors of Hendeca-ſyllabi after him, where 


they are us d to expreſs the utmoſt love 


and tenderneſs for their miſtreſſes.— If 
you think me right in my notion of the 
laſt words of Adrian, be Pleasd to inſert 
it in the e re dot, & W it. 
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e Spirit! wand ring "I * 
That long haſt warm'd my 2 
Muff thou ng more this Frame inſpire?” 40197 
No more a . e Gre wal 
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And Wit and Humour are no more - 1/1/1 
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W 50 Nev. 12, 1712. 
"H Av E 1 over your Temple of Fame 
twice, and cannot find any thing amiſs 
weight enough to call a fault, but ſee 

in it 4 Houfand thouſand beauties. Mr. Ad- 

din ſhall ſee 1 to morrow: After his 
ruſal of it, 1 well let you know his 
joughts. 1 defire 2 would let me know 
whether you are at leiſure or not? 1 have 

a deſign which I ſhall open a month or 

two hence, with the aſſiſtance of the ip 

like your ſelf If your thoughts are unen- 

paged, I ſhall fan my ſelf further 1 


am 
| Your, . 


3 nt [0 _ 


—_— — 
c * 
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Mr. Pork to Ms. SvzeLs. * 
"Now, 16, 1712. 
have ſhewn to the Poem I ſent you, but 


oblige me much more Bethe kind ſeve- 
tity I hope for from you. þ 


Yr Ang me by the indulgence you 


o errors are ſo 
crivial, but they i to be mended; 
Sx but 
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but ſince you ſay you ſee nothing that may 
be call'd a fault, can you but think it ſo, 
that I have confin'd the attendance of 
Guardian ſpirits to Heaven's favourites on- 
ly? I could point you to ſeveral, but tis 
my buſineſs to be informed of thoſe faults 
J do not know, and as for thoſe J do, not 
to talk of em but to correct em. You 
ſpeak of that Poem in a ſtyle I neither 
merit, nor expect; but I aſſure an roo if you 
freely mark or daſh out, I ſhall 1 

your blots to be its greateft * Bagg " 
mean if Mr. Aadiſon and Your ſelf ſhou d 
like it in the whole; otherwiſe the trou- 
ble of correction 18 what J would not take, 
for I was really ſo diffident of it as to let 
it lie by me theſe + two years, juſt as you 
now ſee it. I am afraid of nothing fo 
much as to impoſe any thing on the world 
which is unworthy of its acceptance. 


As to the laſt period of your letter, 1 


ſhall be very ready and glad to contribute 
to any deſign that tends to the advantage 
of mankind, which I am ſure all yours 
do. 1 wiſh 1 had but as much capacity as 


leiſure, for I am perfectly idle: 1 3 1 


ne. not much N 


„* 


1 
8 
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3 » «This in not mow to wha . in | the Temple of Fare, W 


 qobith Poem be ſpeaks here. 


«+ Hence it appears this Poem mas writ for the Author 
*. 22 Years ,d. | 13. I a 1 
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If you will entertain the beſt opinion of 
me, be pleas d to think me your friend. 
Aſſure Mr. Addiſon of my moſt faithful 
ſervice, of every one's eſteem he muſt be 

 aflurd already. I am i 2,0 0 


82 * 9 
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Mr. PoE to Mr. STEELE. / 


D NMov. 29, 1712. 

AM ſorry you publiſh'd that notion 
about Adrian's Verſes as mine; had I 
imagin'd you wou'd uſe my name, I ſhou'd 
have expreſs'd my ſentiments with more 
modeſty and diffidence. I only ſent it to 
have your opinion, and not to publiſh my 


own, which I diſtruſted. But I think the 


= 
SES. 


— 


. ſuppoſition you- draw from the notion of 


Adrian s being addicted to Magick, is a 
little uncharitable, (, that he might fear 
no ſort of Deity, good or bad”) ſince in the 
third verſe he plainly teſtifies his apprehen- 
ſion of a future ſtate, by being ſollicitous 
_ hither his ſoul was going? As to what 
you mention of his uſing gay and ludicrous 
expreſſions, I have own d my opinion to 
be that the expreſſions are not ſo, _ 
SOT" that 
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thar diminutives are as often in the Latin 
tongue uſed as marks of tenderneſs and con- 
cern. 

Anime is no more than my ſoul, Ou 
war has the force of my tale ſoul, To 
fay Virgo Bella is not half ſo endearing as 
Virguncula bellula, and had Auguſtus only 
call'd Horace Lepidum Hominem, it had 
amounted to no more than that he 

hought him a pleaſant fellow: "Twas the 
— chat expreſt the love and ten- 
derneſs that great Emperor had for him 
And perhaps I ſhould my ſelf be much 
better pleas d, if I were told you call'd 

me your little friend, than if you compli- 
mented me with the title of a great Ge- 


nius, of an Eminent hand (as Jacob does 
- his authore.) I am 


Nour, &c. 
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Mr. Port 70 enn 


185 Decemb. 5, 1712. 

F OU have at length complyd with 
the requeſt I have ain made you, 
you have ſhown me, I muſt conſeſs, 


for 


ſeveral of my faults in the ſight of thoſe 
letters. Upon a review of them, I find 
— many 


many . has mY give me * 
if I were not more deſirous to be thought 
honeſt than prudent: ſo many things freely 
thrown out, ſuch. lengths of. unreferv'd 
friendſhip, thoughts juſt. warm from the 
brain, without any -} poliſhing or dreſs, the 
very diſhabille of the underſtanding. You 
have prow d your . ſelf more tender jet of att- 
other's embryo's. than the fondeit mothers 
are of oy own, for you have preferv'd 
every thing that I miſcarry d of. re 
know og I ſhall in one reſpect be more 
afraid of writing to you than ever, at this 
careleſs rate, becauſe I ſee. my evil works 
may again riſe in jus t againſt me: 
Vet in another reſpect "hall be leſs afraid, 
fince this has given me ſuch a proof of 
the extreme indulgence you afford. to my 
flighteſt thoughts. The reviſal of theſe let- 
ters has been a kind of examination of 
conſcience to me; ſo fairly and faithfully 
have I ſer down in em from time to time 
the true and undiſtinguiſh'd ſtare of my 
2 in) tht _ | which were 
intended as sketc my friendſhip, give 
as, imperfect images of it, as the 1 
| apes we commonly ſee in black 
and white, do of à beautiful country; 
dey c can repreſent. but a very ſmall part 
of it, and that depri d of the life and luſtre 
of m I perceive that the more I en- 


deayour = - 
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deavour'd to render manifeſt the real affe- 
ction and value I ever had fer you, I did 


but injure it by repreſenting leſs and leſs 
of it: as glaſſes which are defign'd to make 


an object very clear, generally contract 
it. Let as when people have a full 


idea of a thing, firſt, upon their own 
knowledge, the leaſt traces of it ſerve to 
refreſh the femembrance, and are not diſ- 
oy ng on that ſcore: So I hope the fore- 
owledge you had of my eſteem for you, 
is the reaſon Fre you do not . wy 
letters. 55 
They will not be of any get ſervice 
a find) in the deſign I mentioned to you: 
I believe I had better ſteal from a richer 
man, and plunder your letters, (which J 
have kept as carefully as I would Letyers 
Patents, ſince they intitle me to what 1 
more value than titles of honour.) Ypu 
have ſome cauſe to apprehend this uſuge 
from me, if what ſome ſay be true, that 
am a great Borrower; however I hav 
hitherto had the luck that none of my 
creditors have challeng d me for it: and 
thoſe who ſay it are ſuch, whoſe writings 
no man ever borrow'd Bom ſo have the 
leaſt reaſon to complain: Their works are 


granted on all hands to be but too much 


their own. —— Another | has been pleas d 
to declare; that my Verſes are corrected by 


ts #34 > | other 


'. a 


15 W. 9 and Mr. Porr. * 


other men: I verlly believe theirs were ne- | 
ver corrected by, any man: But indeed if 
mine have not, twas not my fault, I have 
endeavour'd my utmoſt that they ſhould. 
But theſe things are only whiſp 77 and I 
will not encroach upon Bare 8. A 
eh Pen W Fines Th haſten to condude, 
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Sir Wir rie Taupo 70. 
Mr. Por x. 


Wick March 6, 17 13. 
14 Think a haſty ſeribble ſhews more 
vVhat flows from the heart, than a let- 
ter after Balzac's manner in ſtudied —_ 
ſes; therefore I will tell you as faſt as I can, 
that I have receivd your favour of the 
2 ch paſt, with your kind preſent of 
The. Rape of the- Lock. Vou have given 
me the trueſt ſatisfaction imaginable, not 
only in making good the juſt opinion I have 
ever had of your reach of thought, and 
my Idea of your comprehenſive genius; but 


2 = 
—— — > 


1 
Eggs — 


likewiſe in that pleaſure I take as an Ein 
| Man to ſee the French, even Boilbau him- 
ſelf in his Lutrig outdone in your Poem; 
For 1 deſcend, ws — to all the nic 


PFF * 


x | 4 
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touches, that your on obſervation and 
wit furniſh, on ſuch a ſubject as requires 
the fineſt Krokies,” and the livelieſt ima- 
ination. But I muſt ſay no more (tho 
could a great deal) on what pleaſes me 
ſo much: and henceforth I hope you will 
never condemn me of partiality, fince I 
only ſwim with the ſtream, and approve 
what all men of good taſte (notwith- 
ſtanding the jarring of Parties) muſt and 
Rr roll no I now come to 
what is of moment, I mean the 
of your health, and beg of you 
earneſtly to get out of all Tavern-compa- 
ny, and fly away tanguam ex incendio. What 
a miſery it is for you to be deſtroy'd by the 
fooliſh kindneſs (tis all one whether real 
CN RIA I ICE 
the Poiſon of bad Wine, 5 
in ſo unequal a combat? As to Homer, 
by all I can learn your buſineſs is done; 
therefore come away and take a little time 
to breathe in the country. I beg now for 
my own fake, but much more for yours; 
r 
than once, | 


Heu fuge, nate des 1 bis, ait, je Jaw: 
| misl 


Im 
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Me. Deen, to 9 WII Ti 
_ TRUMBULL. 


March 12, 171 qe 
Woch any thing you write is ſure 
to be a pleaſure to me, yet I muſt 

own your laſt letter made me uneaſy: You 

real uſe a ſtyle of compliment, which 1 

expect as little as T deſerve it. 1 know tis 

a common opinion that a young ſeribler 

is as ill pleasd to hear truth as a young 

Lady. From the moment one ſets up for 


an author, one muſt be treated as ceremo- 
e that is as unfaithfully, I 


| Ar a King's Pirvourite or a: 0 King, 


This proceeding, join'd to that natural va- 
nity which firſt makes a man an author, 
is certainly enough to render him a cox- 
comb for life. Bur I muſt grant it is but 
22 judgment upon Poets, that they whoſe 
ief pretence is Wit, ſhou'd be treated juſt 
as they themſelves treat Fools, that is, be 
cajoll d with praiſes. And I believe, Poets 
are the only poor fellows in the world 
whom any body will flatter. ' i 


F 2 


I would 
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I would not be thought to ſay this as if 

che obliging letter you ſent me deſerv'd"this 
imputation, only it put me in mind of it; 
and J fancy one may apply to one's friend 
what Cæſar ſaid of his Wife. It was not 
ſufficient that he knew her to be chaſt, ted þ 


. much as Juſpettec ” 


7 to the va ee lud 
all the good news you are pleas d to 


tell me of my ſelf; I treat it as you. who 


are in the Secret treat common news, 
groungleſs reports of things at a diſtance, 
which I who look into the true ſprings of the 
affair at home, in my own breaſt, know to 
have no foundation at all. For Fame tho” it 
be as Milton finely calls it, The Jaft Infirmity 
of noble Minds, is ſcarce fo ſtrong a temp- 
ration as to warrant our loſs. of time here: 
It can never make us lie down contentedly | 
on a death-bed (as ſome of the ancients 
are faid to have done with that thought). 
You Sir have your ſelf taught me, that an 
eaſy ſituation at that hour, can proceed 
from no ambition leſs noble than that of 
an eternal felicity, which is unattainable by 
the ſtrongeſt endeavours of the Wit, but 
may be gain'd by the ſincere intentions of 
the Heart only. As in the next world, 
ſo in this, the only ſolid bleſſings are wing 
o che goodneſs of the mind, not the ex- 
tent 
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tent of the capacity: Friendſhip here is an 
emanation from the ſame ſource: as Beati- 
tude there: the ſame benevolence and 
ful diſpoſition that qualifies us for the one, 
if extended farther, makes us partakers of 
the other. The utmoſt point of my de- 
ſires in my preſent ſtate terminates in the 
—_y and goed-will of worthy men, which 
as no ill earneſt and fore-taſte 
— the ociety Sour I or. happy _ 5 
m, li 
The continuanoe er ** favours: to me 
is what not only makes me happy, but 
cauſes me to ſet ſome value upon my ſelf 
as a part of your care. The "inſtances I 
daily meet with of theſe, agreeable awa- 
kenings of friendſhip, are of too pleaſing a 
nature not to be acknowledged. whenever 
1 _— of 2 a am 2117791, 
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2iled "alt 3 zo, 17 13. , 
Have been 8 every day eee, in 
I following your advice and amuſi 
If 3 in wed mag. in which I am moſt parti⸗ 
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cularly obliged to Mr. Jervas, who gives me 
daily inſtructions and examples. As to poetical 
affairs, I am content at preſent to be a bare 
looker-on, and from a practitioner turn an 


admirer, Which is (as the world goes) not 


very uſual. ; Cato was not ſo much the 
wonder of Rome in his days, as he is of 
Britain in ours; and tho il the fooliſh 
induſtry poſſible has been uſed to make 
it * a Party- play, yet what the au- 
thor once ſaid of another may the moſt 


properly in the 0 * 1 to _— 
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| 'T by numerous ann violent ho of. the 


Whig-party on the one-ſide of the theatre, 


were eccho'd back by the Tories on the 


„ 


other; while the Author ſweated be- 


hind the ſcenes with concern, to find 
their applauſe proceeding more from the 


hand than the head. This was the caſe 


too of the Prologue- writer, who was 


clapp'd into a ſtanch Whig, at almoſt 
eviry two lines. I believe you have 
heard, that after all the applauſes of the 
oppoſite Faction, my Lord Bohngbroke ſent 
for _ who: pay d Cato, into the box, 

between 


4 
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berween one of the act and preſented him 
with fifty - guinea's 3 in acknowledgment 
(as he expreſt it) for defending - the cauſe 
of Liberty ſo well againſt a Perpetual Di- 
Gator. The Whigs are unwilling to be 
diſtanc'd this way, (as tis ſaid) and there- 
fore deſign a preſent to the ſame Cato very 
lily ; in the mean time they are get- 
ting ready as good a Sentence as the for- 
mer on their ſide: So betwixt them, tis 
probable that Cato (as Dr. Garth expreſt 
it) may have n fo _ 5 oh : 
wo 18 I am 
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Mr. Pers 10 A Appisox.. | | 


F | Fuh 30, 1713, 
"AM more joy'd at your return than 1 
ſhould be at that of the Sun, fo much 

as I wiſh for him this melancholy wet 
ſeaſon; but tis his fate too, like yours, to 
be diſpleaſing to Owls and obſcene animals, 
who cannot bear his luſtre. What put me 
in mind of - theſe night-birds was Jobn 
Dennis, whom I think you are beſt re- 
veng d as che Sun was in the fable 
upon 
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upon han batts and beaſtly birds above- 
mentior/d, only by Shining an. I am ſo 
far from eſteeming it any misfortune, that 
I congratulate you upon having your ſhare 
in chat, which all t e great men and all 
the good men that ever livd have had 
their part of, Envy and Calumny. To be 
uncenſurd and to be obſcure, is the ſame 
thing. Vou may conclude from what J 
here ſay, that twas never in my thoughts 
to have offer d you my pen in any direct 
reply to ſuch a Critic, but only in ſome 
little raillery; not in defence of you, but 
in conte 3 of him. * But indeed your 
opinion that tis intirely to be neglected, 
would have been my own had it been 
my own caſe : but I felt more warmth here 
than I did when firſt I ſaw his book a- 


ainſt myſelf, (tho indeed in two minutes 


it made me heartily merry). He has written 
againſt every thing the world has approv'd 
theſe: many years: I apprehend but one 
danger from Denny's diſliking our ſenſe; 

that it may make us think ſo very well bf 
it, as to become proud and canceired,, * 
* n | 
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upon Cato, cull d, Dr. Norris's Þ lav of the n of 


” N * 
F 4 o 
- 7 : "F< 1 ” 
, 7 Ln * Y : 
+ I m 
8 * 
* * 
* 


RN 


John Der. 8 


[2 


Mr. Avpvigow' aid N55 Por. 49 


I muſt not here omit to do juſtice to 
Mr., whoſe zeal in your concern is 
worthy a friend, and honourer of you. He 
writ to me in the moſt preſſing terms about 
it, tho with that juſt oontemipt of the Cri- 


tic that he deſerves,” I think in theſe days 


one honeſt man is oblig d to acquaint an- 


other who are His friends; when ſo many 


miſchievous inſects are daily at work to 
make people of merit ſuſpicious of each 
other; that they may have tlie ſatisfaction 
of ſeeing them look d ee no Wem chan 


themſelves. . Jam 121 3571 
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| 1 Was extreamly' glad to receive a 7135 


from you, ut more ſo u n reading 
the N of it. The * Work ON 

tion will I dare 4 very ſufficieticly recom- 
mend itſelf when your name a with 
the Propoſals: And if you think I can any 
way contribute to the forwarding of m_ 
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| cannot — A? gene ablignion 
: fer. A I — an iris: of. ir 
—＋— mo . Irs ſhall be 
Very g it this, or 
other inſtance. I queſtion not but — 
Tranſlation will enrich our Tongue and do 
Honour to our Country: for I conclude of 
it already from thoſe performances with 
which you have oblig d the publick. I 
would only have you confider how it may 
moſt turn to — Excuſe my 
impertinence in chis , Which pro- 
ceeds from my zeal for your eaſe and hap- 
pineſs. The work wou d coſt you a great 
deal of time, and unleſs you 1 
E will Jam afraid never be executed by-any 
- Other, at e anda ane 
is equal to it heſides your ſelf. — 
Tam at — wholly immerſed in coun- 
try buſineſs, and begin to take delight in it. 
I'wiſh Fan ht hope to ſee you here ſome- 
Lon and W not deſpair of it, when you 
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1 your great —— Ique- ww 
Bo not but the roſe. will require as much | 
e Poetry,.. ut the variety will give 
5 fs rel relief, Ad more Fooujur 5 * 
Your Lago ers. Dar F+ 
aye. mg * once to. "rake the \ 
berry of a friend, in adviſing, you not to 
content your ſelf with: one half of the 
Nation for your, Admirers when you, 
might command them all: EI might take 
the freedom to repeat it, I would on chis 
| occaſion... 1 you are very happy that 
you are our. of de, Fray, and I hope. all 
your, undertakings, WY. turn co the better 
account:for it. MYA, loi An D5 
99 ce how =p preſurn 3 Jour nd. 
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Mr. Pors, to Mr. ADp150N. 
OUR laſt is the more obliging, as It 
| hints at ſome little niceties in 
ae, which your candor and affect ih 
prompt you to recommend to me, anti 
Which (ſo trivial as things of this nature 
ſeem) are yet of no flight conſequence, to 
people | whom every body talks of, and 
every body as he pleaſes. Tis a ſort of 
Tax that attends an eſtate 'in Purnqſi 
ſus, which” is often rated much higher 
than in proportion to the ſmall pofſef. 
ſion an author holds. For indeed an au- 
thor Who 18 once come upon the town, 
is enſc Aci out being thank d for che 
Pleaſüre, and ſometimes ill- treated by thoſe 
very petſbns chat firſt debauch'd him. Vet 
Wo tell you the bottom of my heart, I 
am no way diſpleasd that 1 have offend- 
ed the violent of all Parties already; and 
at the ſame time I aſſure you confcien- 
tiouſly, I feel not che leaft maleyolence 
or reſentment againſt any of | thoſe "who 
miſrepreſent me, or are diſſatisfſed with 
me. This frame of mind is ſo eaſy 
am ey content t with my Na 
nion. "= 


£4 » 
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„A L hope and would flatter my ſelf, 
chat you! know me and my thoughts ſo: 
entirely as never to be miſtaken in either, 


ſo tis a pleaſure ta me that you gueſs d ſo 


right in regard to the Author of that 
Guardian you mention d. But I am ſotry 
to find it has taken air that I have ſome 
hand in thoſe Papers, becauſe I write ſo 


2 few as neither to deſerve the credit of | 


a report with ſome people, nor the 
diſrepute of. it with others. An honeſt 
Facebite ſpoke to me the ſenſe or non- 
ſenſe of the weak part of his Party ve- 
ry fairly, that the good people took ie” 
ill of me, that I. writ with Srerle, tho 
upon never ſo indifferent ſubjects ——. 
This I know yon will laugh at as well as I 
do: yet I doubt not but many little ca- 
lumniators and perſons / of  ſawer diſpoſi- 
2 will take occaſion hence to beſpatter 

I. confeſs 1 ſcorn narrow ſouls, of all 
N and if I renounce my reaſon in 
religious matters, I'll e dolls it in * 
aid bas Veen 


41 can't imagin ine whence it comes co paſs 


that the few — I have written are 


ſo generally known, for mine: that in par- 


ver d to any man but the publiſher, till ve- 
ry lately: yet almoſt every bpdy, I mer told 

me of K. 

ls | | The 
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_ ticular which you mention I never diſco- 
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| The true reaſon that Mir. Seele dre 
the P r, was a quarrel between him and 
oh Tanfon. He ſtood engag'a to his 
okſeller, in articles of penalty, for all 
* Guardians and by deſiſting two days 
and altering the title of the paper to that 
of the Exgliſoman, was quit of his obliga- 
tion: theſe papers bong 3 by Buck. 
tn. oy rr for 20 n hr 
As ee a more Politick turn, 1 
cannot any way enter into that ſecret, nor 
have I been let into it, any more than into 
che reſt of his politicks. Tho tis ſaid,” he 
will take into theſe papers alſo ſeveral ſubs 
jects of the politer kind, as before: Bur 1 
aſſure vou as — ſelf, I have quite done 
with em, for the future. The little 1 
have done, and the great reſpect I bear 
Mir. Steele as a Man of Wit, has render'd 
me a ſuſpected Whig to ſome of the vio- 
lent, but (as old Dryden ſaid before me) 
Vis not che Miolent J deſign to pleaſe,” | 
I generally employ the mornings in paint- 
ing with Mr. Fervas*; and the evenings in 
the converſation of ſuch, as I think can 
moſt improve my mind, of Whatever Party 
or Denomination they are. I ever muſt fer 
. (hes: 2 * — 3 men-of wal great 
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chat is honeſt Principles, with equal capa- 
cities. The beſt way 1 know'of overco- 
ming Calumny and Miſconſtruction, is by 
a vigorous perſeverance in every thing we 
know to be ri Dir end a n a ef 
all that can enſue from it. Tis partly 
fram this maxim chat I depend upon your 
friendſhip, becauſe I believe it will do ju- 
ſtice to my intention in every thing; and 


ive me leave to tell you, chat (on the world 


Sh 
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Dee. 14. 1713. | 
Mere been Hitz b wairifar my own | 
imagination, the week and more, and | | 
Wuchs what thoughts came up in i 
the whirl of the fancy, that were worth | 
communicating to you in a letter. But I | 
am at length convinc'd that my rambling 
head can produce nothing of that ſort; 2 
I'muſt een be: contented with telling you 
the old ftory, that I dove you (heartily, I 
have often found. hy experience; that na- | 
Dis | ture, | 
| 
| 
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ture and truth, tho never ſo low! or 
gar, are yet pleaſing when 5 | 
artleſely iepreſented; it would be | rag : 
ing to me, t read the very letters of 
an infant, could it write its innocent in- 
conſiſtencies and tautologies juſt as it 
thought em. This makes me hope a let- 
ter from as vi will not be unwelcome to 
vou, when 1am: conſcious: I write with 
more unreſervedneſs than ever man wrote, 
or perhaps talk d to another. I truſt your 
good nature with the whole range of m 
follies, and really love you ſo well, that 
would rather you ſhould pardon me than 
eſteem me, ſince one is an act of goodneſs 
and benevolence,” the other a kind of con- 
ſtrain'd deference. 
Lou can't wonder * thoughts are ſcarce 
conſiſten t, when I tell you how they are 
diſtracted. Ev'ry hour of my life, wy 
mind is ſtrangely divided; this minute 
haps I am above the ſtars, with a thou bd 
1 ſyſtems round about me, looking forward 
| into a vaſt Abyſs, and loſing my whole 
I comprehenſion in the boundleſs: ſpace: of 
1 creation, in dialogues with and 
the Aſtronomers; the next moment I am 
below: all trifles, groveling with 72 
in the very center of nonſenſe. Now I am 
recreated with the brisk ſallies and quick 
n * wit, which Mr, Seele in * 


— 
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and; ficeſt; humours: darts about him; and 
7: levelling my application to the in 
; {ſpa obſervations and quirks af W 1 0 wg 
of Mr. and Dei not | 
Gd Good What an incongraous a ani- 
mal is Man ? how unſettled in his bet part, 
his Soul; and how changing and variable 
in his frame of Body? The oonſtancy of 
the one ſhook by every Notion, the 11 
rament of the other affected by every blaſt 
of wind]! What is Man altogethet, but pr 
Ineconſiſtency l Sickneſs and Pain is 
ths lot of one half of us; Doubt and Fear 
the portion of the other! What a buſtle we 
make about paſſing our time, when all our 
ſpace is but a point? What aims and am- 
bitions are crowded into this little inſtant 
of our life, which (as Shakeſprar finely 
words it) is Rounded with a Sheep i ? Our 
whole extent of Being no more, in the 
eyes of him who gave it, than a ſcarce 
tible moment of duration. Thoſe 
animals whoſe circle of living is limited to 
three or four hours, as the Naturaliſts aſſure 
us, are yet as long-lived and poſſeſs as wide 
a ſcene of action as man, if we conſider 
bim with an eye to all Space, and all 
Eternity. Who knows what plots, what 
atchievements a mite may perform in his 
kingdom of a grain of duſt, within his life 
ach ſome minutes? and of how much leſs 
| Cone 
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conſideration than even this, is the life of 
man in the fight of wor Gaye Wer rages 
Ever, aid for Ever! 

Who that thinks in this Grin, * wry 
ſee the world and its contemptible gran- 
deurs deſſen before him at every Oe 
"Tis e to make one remain 
in a: pole of maction, void ofrall”« 
of all defigns, of all friendſhips.” ++ _ 

But we muſt return (chro our e 
dien of being) to our narrow ſelves, and 
thoſe things that affect our ſelves: our paſ- 
n or inteteſts, flop in upon us, and 
— — into meer mortals. For 

never return ſo much into m 
ell 1 — I think of ydu, whoſe fri 


ſhip! it one of the beſt comforts I have for 
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: den, 5 30, 27134 
ur Auer Hine me very buſy in my 

and vnderraking, to'wh ich I muſt 
give my felf up for ſome time, un- 
hen 1 Bat an Hour to pleaſe my 


leſs 
Jar wit a il 'conveffation-with' you 
and 
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and a few othera, by writing. Tis no com- 
| fortable proſpect to be reſlecting, that ſo 
long a Gege: as chat uf Troy lies upon my 
hands, and the campagne aboye half over, 
before L have made any ptogreſa. Indeed 
the: Greek fortification upon a nearer ap- 
proach does not appear ſo formidable as it 
did, and I am almoſt apt to flatter my ſelf, 
that Homer ſecretly: ſeems. inclined to a-cor- 
reſpondence with me, in letting nie into 
a good part of his intentions. There are 
indeed, a ſort of underling auxiliars to the 
difficulty of a work, call'd Commentators 
and Critics, ho wou d frighten many peo- 
ple by their number and bulk, and perplex 
our progreſs under pretence of fortifying 
their author. Theſe lie very low in the 
trenches and ditches they themſelves have 
= d, encompaſs'd with dirt of their.own 
ping up, bur I think there may be 
— a method of coming at the main 
works by a more ſpeedy and gallant wa 
than by mining under ground, that is, by | 

uſing the Poetical Engines, Wings, and fly⸗ 
ing over their head. | 
5 "While I am engag d in the fight, 1 find 
you are concern'd hom I ſhall be paid, and 


are ſollicitous that I may not have the ill 
fate of many diſcarded Generals, to be firſt 


ha 
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r enter prizes) already experi- 

ned. Some have ſaid I am not a Maſter 
in the Greet, who either are ſo themſelves 
or are not: If they are not, rhey- can't 
tell; and if they are, they can't without 
having catechiz'd me. But if they can 
read (for I know ſome Critics can, and 
others cannot) there are fairly lying be- 
fore them, ſome ſpecimens of my tran- 
flation from this Author in the Miſcel- 
lanes, which they are heartily welcome 
to. I have met with as much malignity 
another way, ſome calling me a Tory, 
becauſe the heads of that party have been 
diſtinguiſhingly favourable to me; ſome 
a Whig becauſe I have been favour d with 
yours, Mr. Congreve's, and Mr. Craggs his 
friendſhip, and of late with my Lord Hal- 
kfax's Patronage. How much more natu- 
ral a concluſion might be form d, by any 
good- natur d man, that a perſon Who has 
been well us d by all ſides, has been offen- 


five to none. This miſerable age is ſo ſunk 


between animoſitics of Party and thoſe of 
Religion, that I begin to fear, moſt men 


We. —4 politicks enough to make (thro vio- 


lence) the beſt Scheme of Government a 
bad one; and faith enough to hinder their 
own Salvation. I hope for my own part, 
never to have more of either than is con- 
162 * H ; filtent 
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| ſiſtent with common juſtice and 1 and 
always as much as becomes # chriſtian and 
honeſt man. Tho I find it an unfortunate 
ching to be bred a Papiſt here, where ont 
is obnoxious to four parts in five as being 
ſo too much, and to the fifth part as being 
ſo too little; I ſhall yet be caſy under both 
their. miſtakes, and be what I more than 
ſeem to be, for I ſuffer for it. God is my 
witneſs chat I no: more envy you Proteſtants 
our places and poſſeſſions, than I do our 
Prieſt their charity or learning. I am am- 
bitious of nothing but the good opinion of 
good men, on both fides ; for I know that 
one virtue of a free ſpirit. is more worth, 
_ than all the virtues put together of all the 
RP EY N in che world. Lam 
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Lugborne, May - I, 1714. ‚ 

s I rake Ingratitude to be a greater 
crime than Impertinence, I chuſe ra- 
cher to run the riſque of being thought 
guilty of the latter, chan not to return 
you 
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you my thanks far a very agreeabl 
taintnent you juſt now gave me. I har 
accidentally met with your Rape of the 
Lock here, having never ſeen it before. 
Stile, Painting, Judgment, Spirit, I had al- 
ready admired in others of your Writings; 
but in this I am charmed with the | 
of your Invention, with all thoſe images, 
alluſions, and inexplicable beauties, which 
you raiſe ſo ſurprizingly and at the fame 
time ſo naturally, out of a trifle. And yet 
I cannot fay that I was more pleas d 
the reading of it, than I am with the pre. 
text it gives me to renew in your thoughts 
the remembrance of one who values no 
happineſs beyond the friendſhip of men of 
wit, learning, and good nature. 1 

I remember to have heard you mention 
ſome half-form'd deſign of coming to 1taly. 
What might we not expect from a Mule 
that fings ſo well in the bleak climate of 
England, if ſhe felt the fame warm Sun 
FR. breath'd the fame Air with Virgil and 
Horace? 
There are here an incredible number of 
Poets, that have all the inclination but 
want the genius, or perhaps the art, of 
the Ancients. Some among them who un- 
derſtand Eng/;/h, begin to reliſh our Au- 
thors; and I am informed that at Florence 
oy have tranflated Milton into T_ 

erſe. 
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Verſe, If one who knows ſo well how to 
write like the old Latin Poets, carne among 
them; it wou'd probably be a means to 
retrieve them from their cold, trivial con- 
ceits, to an imitation of their Predeceſ- 
ſors. 4 | KK) £ Has 
0 As Merchants, Antiquaries, Men of Plea- 
ſure, Fc. have all different views in tra- 
velling ; I know not whether it might not 
be worch a Poet's while; to travel, in or- 
der to ſtore his mind Wich frong Images of 
Nature. 198 ne 1 ) 
Steen fields FE oy meadows 
ard; purling ſtreams, are no where in ſuch 
ion 2s" in England but if you wou'd 
ow lightſome days, warm ſuns} and blue 
ckys, you muſt come to Italy: and to en- 
able a man to deſcribe rocks and precipi- 
the je. be rer nn that "Hs pals 
You will eaſily: perdeive arch it is /ſelf- 
Mtebelt makes me ſo fond of giving ad- 
vice to one h has no need of it. If you 
came into theſe parts I ſhou d fly to: fee 
you. IL am here (by⸗the favour of my good 
friend the — St. Patrick's) in quality 
of Chaplain to che Earl of '\Peterboraugh ; 
who about three months ſince left the great- 
eſt part of his family in this town. - God 
ene tow Tong v we hal II Toy 
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. 5 in a few eie Mr. ie did x 
preſs himſelf with much indignation againſt = 
me one Evening at Buttons Coffee -houſe (as 
I was told) ſaying, That I was enter d into 
4 Cabal with Dean $464; and others to 
write againſt che I big- Intereſt, and in par- 
ticular to undermine his on reputation, 
and that of his friends Stesl and Addiſon, 
But Mr. Philips never open d his lips to 
my face, on this or any like occaſion, 
tho I was: almoſt: every night in the fame 
room with him, nor ever offer d me any 
indecorum. Mr. Addiſon came to me a 
night or two after Philips had talk d in 
this idle manner, and aſſut d me of his diſ- 
belief of what had been ſaid, of the friend- 
ſhip. we ſhou d always maintain, and de- 
fir d I would ſay nothing further of it. 
My Lord Hallifax did me the honour to 
ſtir in this matter, by ſpeaking to ſeveral 
people to obviate a falſe aſperſion, which 
10 e have done me no ſmall ptejudice 
one OY: However Philips did = 

f e | 


to of by, 
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OE S e 
be could, ſecretly to continue the report 1 
wich the Hanover Club, and kept in his 
hands the Subſcriptions paid for me to him, 
as Secretary to that Club. The heads of it 
havg, fince given him to underſtand, that 
they, take it ill; but (upon the terms I 
 oughir to be with a man whom I think a 
ſcoundrel) I wou'd not even ask him for. 
this money, but commiſſion d one of the 
Players, his equals, to receive it. This is 
the whole matter; but as to the ſecret 
grounds of Ph:/ips's malignity, they will 
make a very ' pleaſant Hiſtory when we 
meet. Mr. Congreve and ſome others have | 
been much diverted with it, and moſt of 
the Gentlemen of the Hanover Club have 
made ir the ſubject of their ridicule on their 
Secretary. It is to this management of 
Philips, that the world owes Mr. Gays 
Paſtorals. The ingenious Author is extream- 
Iy your ſervant, and would have comply'd 
with your kind invitation, but that he is 
juſt now appointed Secretary to my Lord 
Clarendon, in his Embaſſy to Hanover, 
I am ſenſible of the zeal and friendſhip 
with which I am fore you will always 
defend your friend in his abſence, from all 
thoſe little tales and calumnies, which a 
Man of any genius or merit is born to. I 
ſhall never complain while I am hap 
in ſuch noble defenders, and in ſuch con. 
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cemptible opponents. May their envy and 
ill nature ever increaſe, to the glory and 
leaſure of thoſe they would injure; may 
ey repreſent me what they will, as long 


as you think me what I am, 


| 14 Your, &c. 


To the Same. 


July 13, 1714, 

Vo mention the account I gave you 
ſome time ago of the things which 

bilips ſaid in his fooliſhneſs ; but I can't 
tell from any thing in your Letter, whe- 
ther you receiv'd a long one from me. a- 
bout a fortnight ſince. It was principally 
intended to thank you for the laſt obliging 
favour you did me ; and perhaps for thar 
reaſon you paſs it in filence. I there 
launch'd into ſome account of my tem- 
poral affairs, and intend now to give you 
ſome hints of my ſpiritual. The conclu- 
fion of your Letter draws this -upon you, 
where you tell me, you prayd for me: 
Your proceeding, Sit, is contrary to that 
of moſt other Friends, who never talk of 
praying for a Man after they have "= 
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him a ſervice, but only when they will do 
him none. Nothing can be more kind 
than the hint you give me of the vanity 
of human Sciences, which 1 aſſure you 1 
am daily more and more convinc'd of ; and 
indeed T have for ſome years paſt, look d 
upon all of em no better than amuſements. 
o make them the ultimate end of our 
Pari, is a miſerable and ſhort ambition, 
which will drop from us at ex ry little die 
"PF intment here, and even in caſe of no 
pointments' here, will infallibly deſert 
1 The utmoſt fame they are 
pelle of beſtowing, is never worth thi 
pains they coſt us, and the time they loſe 
us. If you attain the top of your defires 
that way, all thoſe who envy you will do 
you harm; and of thoſe who admire you, 
few will do you good. The unſucceſsful 
writers are your declared enemies, and pro- 
bably the ſucceſsful your ſecret ones: For 
thoſe hate not more to be excell'd, than 
theſe to be rivalld. And at the upſhor, 
after a life of perpetual application, to re- 
flect that you have been doing nothing for 
— ſelf, and that the fame or leſs In- 
duſtry might have gain d you a Friendſhip 
that can never deceive or end, a ſatisfaction 
vhich praiſe cannot beſtow, nor vanity feel, 
and a glory which (tho in one reſpect like 
_ not to be had till after death,) yet 
' I 2 _ 
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| ſhall be felt and enjoy'd to eternity, 'Theſe, 
dear Sir, are unfeignedly my ſentiments, 
- - whenever I think at all; for half the things 
| that employ our heads deſerve not the name 
of thoughts, they are only ſtronger dreams 
or impreſſions upon the imagination: Our 
ſchemes of goyernment, our ſyſtems of phi- 
loſophy, our golden warlds of poetry, are all 
but ſo many ſhadawy images, and airy proſ- 
— pects, which ariſe to us but ſo much the 
ivelier and more frequent, as we are more 
o'ercalt with the darkneſs, and diſturb'd 
with the fumes of human vanity, 5 
The ſame thing that makes old men wil- 
ling to leave this world, makes me willing 
to leave poetry, long- habit, and — — 
of the ſame track. Hamer will work a 
cure upon me ; fifteen thouſand verſes are 
8 to fourſcore years, to make one 
old in Rhime : And I ſhou'd be ſorry and 
_ aſhamed, to go on jingling to the laſt ſtep, 
like a waggoner's horſe, in the ſame road, 
and ſo leave my Bells to the next filly ani- 
mal that will be proud of em. That man 
makes a mean figure in the eyes of reaſon, 
who is meaſuring ſyllables and coupling 
rhimes, when he ſhou'd be mending hisown | 
Soul, and ſecuring his own immarrality. 
had not this opinion, I ſhould be unwor- 
thy even of thoſe ſmall and limited parts 
woe which 
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which God has given me; and unworthy 
of the friendſhip of ſuch a man as yu. 
Iam 490 WJ. r 1 Denton 5-4 * 
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Tt July 25, 1714, 
Have no better excuſe to offer you, that 
I I have omitted a task naturally ſo plea- 
ſing to me as converſing upon paper with 
you; but that my time and eyes have been 
wholly employ'd upon Homer, whom I al- 
moſt fear I ſhall find but one way of imita- 
ting, which is, in his blindneſs. I am per- 
petually afflicted with headach's, that very 
much affect my fight ; and indeed fince my 
coming hither I have ſcarce paſt an hour 
agreeably, except that in which I read your 
letter. I would ſeriouſly have you think, 
you have no man who more truly knows to 
place a right value on your friendſhip, than 
he who leaſt deſerves it on all other ac- 
counts than his due ſenſe of it. But let 
me tell you, you can hardly gueſs what a 
task you undertake, when you profeſs your 
ſelf my friend; there are ſome Tories 
who will take you for a ig, ſome _—_ | 
"7: 


» 
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who will take you for a Tory, ſome Pro- 


teftants who will eſteem you a rank Papiſt, 
and ſome Papiſis who will account oo 4 
Heretick. 5 

I find by dear experience, we live in an 
age, where it is criminal to be moderate; 
aud where no one man can be allowed to be 


juſt to all men. The notions of right and 


wrong are ſo far ſtrain d, that perhaps to be 
in the right ſo very violently, may be of 
worſe conſequence than to be eafily and qui- 
etly in the wrong. I really wiſh-all-men 6 
well, that I am ſatisfied but few-can wiſh 
me ſo; but if thoſe few are ſuch-as tell me 
they do, I am content, for they are the beſt 


people I know,: While you believe me what 


I profeſs as to Religion, I can bear any thing 
the bigotted may fay ; while. Mr. Congreve 
likes my poetry, I can endure Dennis and a 


thouſand more like him; while the moſt 


honeſt and moral of each party think me no 
ill man, I can eaſily ſupport it, tho the moſt 
violent and mad of all parties roſe up to 
throw dirt atm „„ 
I muſt expect an hundred attacks upon 
the publication of my Homer. Whoever in 
our times would be a profeſſor of learning 
above his fellows, ought at the very firſt to 
enter the world with the conſtaney and re- 
ſolution of a primitive Chriſtian, and be 
prepared to ſuffer all fort of publick Perſe- 
ve cution. 


Mr. POPE, Sc. 71 
cution. It is certainly to be lamented, that 
if any man does but endeavour to diſtinguiſh 
himſelf, or gratify others by his ſtudies, he 
is immediately treated as a common enemy, 
inſtead of being look'd upon as a common 
friend; and aſſaulted as generally, as if his 
whole defign were to prejudice the State, 
and ruin the publick. I will venture to ſay, 
no man ever roſe to any degree of perfection 
in writing, but through obſtinacy and an in- 
veterate reſolution againſt the ſtream of man- 
kind: So that if the world has receiv'd an 
benefit from the labours of the Learned, 
was in its own deſpite. For when firſt they 
eſſay their parts, all people in general are 
prejudiced againſt new beginners; and when 
they have got a little above contempt; then 
ſome particular perſons who were before un- 
fortunate in their own attempts, are ſworn 
foes to chem only becauſe they ſucceed. 
Upon the whole, one may ſay of the beſt 
writers, that they pay a ſevere fine for their 
fame, which it is always in the power of the 
moſt worthleſs part of mankind to levy 
upon them when they pleaſe. 5 


I am, &c. 
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| Jul 28, 1714. 
Am. jult enter d upon the old way of 

life ah ſleep and muſing. It is my 
em mployment to revive the old of- paſt ages 
to the preſent, as it is yours to' tranſmit 


the young of the preſent, to the future. 1 


am copying the great Maſter in one art, with 
the ſame love and diligence with which the 
Painters hereafter will copy you in another. 
Thus I ſhould begin my * to you, 
if it were a Dedicatory one. But as it is 
a friendly letter, you are to find nothing 
mention d in your own praiſe but what 
only one in the world is witneſs to, your 
particular good-natur'd offices tome. What⸗ 
ever mankind in general would allow you, 
that I am not to give you to your face; and 
if I were to do it in your abſence, the 
world would tell me I am too partial to be 


permitted to paſs any judgment of you. 


So you ſee me cutout from any thing but 
common acknowledgments, or common diſ- 
courſe. The firſt you wou'd take ill, tho 
I told you but half what I ought ; ſo in ſhort 
the laſt only remains, 


And 


* 


And as for the laſt, what can you expect 
from a man who has not talk d theſe five 
days? who is withdrawing his thoughts as 
far as he can, from all the preſent world, 
its cuſtoms and its manners, to be fully 
poſſeſt and abſorpt in the paſt? When people 
talk of going to Church, I think of Sacri- 
fices and libations; when I ſee the parſoy, 
I addreſs him as Chryſes prieſt of Apollo; 
and inſtead of the Lord's Prayer, I begin 


| —— God of the filver Bow, &. 


While you in the worldare concerned about 
the Proteflant Succeſſion, I conſider only 
how Menelaus may recover Helen, and the 
Trojan war be put to a ſpeedy concluſion. 
I never inquire if the Queen be well or 
not, but heartily wiſh to be at Hector's fu- 
neral. The only things J regard in this life, 
are, whether my friends are well ? whether 
my Tranſlation go well on? whether Den- 
nis be writing criticiſms? whether any body 
will anſwer him, ſince I don't? and whether 
Lintott be not yet broke? = WOE 


Ian, &c. 


o 
— ee ren entoorarnatien ds — — — 


4% LETTERS 


: . 
* „ 0 s 3 # 1611 71 7 181 1 101 88 Die 
* * e 
oy 7 8 0 
2 2 | e 1 * nnn at hain 
+ 9 2 | 18 TT ! ; ; - 1 1 7% C 
r 1 ee c GA WELL *5 3 } 
Ws . 
1 4+ 3 
| mags 16, 1714, 


"Thank ** 3 your 1 offices which 
are numberleſs. Homer advances ſo faſt, 
chat he begins to look about for the orna- 


ments he is to 8 in, bikes modiſh mo- 
dern author, - 45 


Picture in the front, 
With bays and wicked ryme pont. 


I have the greateſt proof in nature at 
preſent of the amuſing power of Poetry, 
for it takes me up ſo intirely that I ſcarce 
ſee what paſſes under my noſe, and hear 
nothing that is ſaid about me. To fol- 
low Poetry as one ought, one muſt forget 
father and mother, and cleave to it alone. 
My R#verie has been ſo deep, that I have 
— had an interval to think my ſelf un- 
eaſy in the want of your company. I now 
and then juſt miſs you as I ſtep 3 
this 2 indeed I want extremel 
ſee you, the next I ſhall dream of * 


but the taking of 7 70Y, or the recovery 0 
Briſeis. 


I fancy 
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1 fancy, no; friendſhip, is ſo likely to 7 
laſting as ours, becauſe I am N 
there never Was a Knabe of ſo eaſie a 
nature. We neither of us demand any 
mighty chings from each other; what Va- 
nity we have expects its gratification from 
other people. It is not I, that am to tell 
you what an Artiſt you are, nor is it you 
that are to tell me what a Poet I am; 
but tis from the world abroad we hope, 
(piouſly hope) to hear theſe things. At 
home we follow our bufineſs, when we 


OP ney og aces 


have any; and think and talk moſt of each 
other when we have none, Tis not unlike 
the happy friendſhip Gf a ſtayd man and 
his wife, who are ſeldom ſo fond as to hin- 
der the bufineſs of the houſe from going 
on all day, or ſo indalent as not to find 
conſolation in each other every evening. 
Thus well meaning couples hold in amity 
to the laſt, by not expecting too much from 
human nature; while romantick friend- 
ſhips, like violent loves, begin with dif- 
quiets, proceed to jealouſies, and conclude 
in animoſities. 1 * liv d to ſee: the fierce 
advancement, the ſudden turn, and the 
abrupt period, of three or four of theſe 
enormous friendſhips, and am perfectly con- 
vinc'd of the truth of a Maxim we once 
agreed in, That nothing hinders the con- 
2 agreement of people who live toge- 
K 2 ther, 
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ther, but meer vanity ; a ſecret- — 
upon what they think their dignity or 

merit, and an inward expectation of ſuch 
an Over-meaſure of deference and regard, 
as anſwers to their on extravagant falſe 
ſcale; and which no body can pay, becauſe 
none but themſelves can tel "nelly, to 
what Pitch it amounts 7 
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A. 27, 1714, 

Hatever ſtudies on the one hand, or 
amuſements on the other, it ſhall 

be my fortune to fall into, I ſhall be equally 
incapable of forgetting _ in any of 'em. 
The Task I undertook “, tho of weight 
enough in itſelf, has had a voluntary in- 
creaſe, by the inlarging my defign of the 
Notes; and the neceſſity of conſulting a 
number of books has carry'd me to Ox- 
ford: But I fear, thro' my Lord Harcourt's 
and Dr. Clark's means, I ſhall be more con- 
verſant with the pleaſures and company of 


*. Cn : — FR 6 f * 


e Tranſlation of Homer IHad 
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che place, than with the Books and Manu- 
eee bow! ee ee mae 
I find ſtill more reaſon to complain of 
the negligence of the Geographers in their 
Maps of old Greece, ſince 1 look d upon two 
or three more noted names in the publick 
libraries here. But with all the care I am 
capable of, I have ſome cauſe to fear the 
Engraver will prejudice me in a few ſitu- 
ations, | I have been forced to write to him 
in ſo high a ſtyle, that were my epiſtle in- 
tercepted, it would raiſe no ſmall admira- 
tion in an ordinary man. There is ſcarce 
an order in it of leſs importance, than to 
remove ſuch and ſuch mountains, alter the 
courſe of ſuch and ſuch rivers, place a large 
city on ſuch a coaſt, and raze another in 
another country. I have ſet bounds to the 
ſea, and ſaid to the land, thus far ſbalt 
thou advance and no further x. In the mean 
time, I who talk and command at this rate, 
am in danger of loſing my horſe, and ſtand 
in ſome fear of a country juſtice. To diſ- 
arm me indeed may be but prudential, con- 
fidering what armies I have at preſent on 
foot, and in my ſervice: a ng) 5 thou- 

ſand Grecians are no contemptible body; 

for all that I can tell, they may be as for- 


— 2 22 
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: bo This relates to the Map of ancient Greece, laid down 
by our Author in his Obſervations on the ſecond Viad. © 
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-midable as four thouſand Prigſts; and they 


ſeem proper forces to ſend againſt thoſe in 


Barcelona. That ſiege deſerves; as fine a 
poem as the Liad, and the machining parc 


of poetry would be the juſter in it, as they 


ſay the inhabitants expecl Angels from hea- 
ven to their aſſiſtance. May I venture to 
ſay, who am a Papiſt, and to ſay to you 
who are a Papiſt, that nothing is more a- 


ſtoniſhing to me, than that people ſo greatly 


warm d with a ſenſe of Liberty, ſnould be 


capable of harbouring ſuch weak Superſti- 
tion, and that ſo much bravery and ſo 
much folly, can inhabit the ſame breaſts? 

I could not but take a trip to London, on 


the death of the Qꝝcen, mov'd by the com- 


mon curioſity of mankind, Who leave their 
own buſineſs to be looking upon other men's. 


I thank God that as for my ſelf, I, am be- 


low all the accidents of State- changes by my 
circumſtances, and above them by my phi- 
loſophy. Common charity of man to man, 
and univerſal good will to all, are the points 
I have moſt at heart; and I am ſure thoſe 
are not to/ broken for the ſake of any go- 


vernors, dr government. I am willing to 


hope the beſt, and what I more wiſh than 
my own or any * particular man's advance- 


ment, is, that this turn may put an end 


entirely to the diviſions of Whig and Tory; 


that the parties may love each other as 


well 


r e Ke 2 
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well as I love them both; or at leaſt hurt 


each other as little as I would either; and 
that our own people may live as quietly as 
we ſhall certainly let theirs; that is to ſay, 
that want of power it ſelf in us may not 
be a ſurer prevention of harm, than want 
of will in them. I am fure if all Yhgs 
and all Tories had the ſpirit of one Roman- 
Catholick that I know, it would be well 


for all Roman-Catholicks; and if all Roman- 


Catbolicks had always had that ſpirit, ir had 
been well for all others, and we had never 
been charg'd with ſo wicked a ſpirit as 
e Hovited 7 

J agree with you in my ſentiment of 


the ſtate of our nation ſince this change: 
I find my ſelf juſt in ſthe fame ſituation 


of mind you deſcribe as your own, hear- 
tily wiſhing the good, that is the quiet of 
my country, and hoping a total end of all 
the unhappy diviſions of mankind by party- 
ſpirit, which at beſt is but the madneſs of 
many for the gain of a few. . 


1 an, &c. 
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| 3 a particular to tell -you at this tige, ; 
which. pleaſes me fo. much, that Jou 
muſt — a. more chan ordinary: alagrity. 
in every turn. You, know I cou'd keep your 
in ſuſpence for twenty lines, but 1 will tell 
you directly that Mr. Addiſon and I have had 
a converſation, that it would have been worth 
your while to have been plac'd behind 
the wainſcot, or behind ſome half length 
Picture to have heard. He aſſured me that 
he wou'd make uſe not only of his intereſt, 
but of his art to do you ſome ſervice; he 
did not mean his Art of Poetry, but his Art 
at Court; and he is ſenſible that nothing 
can have a better air for hjmſelf, than 
moving in your favour, eſpecially ſince in- 
ſinuations were ſpread that he did not care 
you ſhou'd proſper too much as a Poet. 
He proteſts that it ſhall not be his fault if 
— is not the beſt intelligence in the 
world, and the moſt hearty friendſhip, &c. 
He owns, he was afraid Dr. Swift might 
have carry'd you too far among the enemy 


during the heat of the animoliry, but _ 
a 


. vo B, G. =. 
all is ſafe, and you are eſcap'd even in his 


opinion. I promis'd in your name, like a 


Godfather, not that you ſhould re- 
nounce the devil and all his works, hut that 
you would be delighted to find him your 


friend merely for dis own ſake; therefore 


prepares your ſelf for ſome civilities. 
I have dohe Homer's head, ſhadow'd and 
Feighten 'd carefully ; and T inclofe the out- 


line of the ſame ſize, that you may deter- 
mine whether you wou'd have it ſo large, 
or reduc'd to make room for feuillage or 


laurel round the oval, or about the ſquare 
of the Buſto? Perhaps there is ſomething 


more ſolemn in the Image Re if I can 


get it well perform'd. 
If I have been inſtrumental in - bribgitne 


you and Mr. Addiſon together with all ſin- 


cerity, I value my ſelf upon it as an ac- 
ceptable piece of ſervice to ſuch a one as 
I know you to be. 

Nur, &c. 


ꝗ＋ꝙ— — 
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Mr. Port's Anfwer. 
Aug. 27, 17 14. 


Am jut arriv'd from Oxford, very well 
diverted and entertain d there — all 


very honeſt fellows —— much concern d for 


L the 
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the Queen's death. No panegyricks ready 
yet for the King. 

I admire your V big-principles of Reſiſt- 
ance exceedingly, in the ſpirit of the Bar- 
celonians. 1 joyn in your wiſh for them. 
Mr. Addiſon's verſes on Liberty, in his let- 
ter from Italy, would be a good form of 
prayer in my . 0 Laberty ! thou 
Goddeſs beavenly bright] 

What you 1, of the friendly 
office you endeavour'd to do betwixt Mr. 
Aadiſon and me, deſerves acknowledg- 
ments on my part. You thoroughly know 
my regard to his character, and my pro- 
penſity to teſtify it by all ways in my 

power. You as thoroughly know the 
ſcandalous meanneſs of that proceeding 
which was uſed by Philips, to make a man 
1 Qſo highly value, ſuſpect my diſpoſitions 
toward him. But as, after all, Mr. Add:- 
ſon muſt be the judge in what regards him- 
ſelf, and has ſeem'd to be no very juſt one 
to me; ſo I muſt own to you I expect no- 
thing but civility from him, how much 
ſoever I wiſh for his friendſhip: And as 
for any offices of real kindneſs or ſgrvice 
which it is in his power to do me, I ſhould 
be aſham'd to receive 'em from any man 
who had no better opinion of my morals, 
than to think me a party-man ; nor 57 my 
temper, than to believe me capable of ma- 
ligning, 


 Ubery. 
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ligning or envying another's reputation as 
a Poet. 80 I leave it to time to convince. 


him as to both, to ſhew him the ſhallow 
depths of thoſe half-witted creatures who. 
muſ-inform'd him, and to prove that I am 
incapable of endeavouring to leſſen a perſon 
whom I would be proud to imitate, and 
therefore aſham'd to flatter. In a word, 
Mr. Addiſon is ſure of my reſpect at all 
times, and of my real friendſhip when- 
ever he ſhall think fit to know me for 
what I am | 
For all 8 chat paſs d betwixt Dr. Swift ani 
me, you know the whole (without reſerve) 
of our correſpondence: The engagements 
I had to him were ſuch as the actual ſer- 
vices he had done me, in relation to the 


| ſubſcription for Homer, obliged me to. I 


muſt have leave to be grateful to him, and 
to any one who ſerves me, let him be 
never ſo obnoxious to any party: nor did 
the Tory. party ever put me to the hardſhip 
of aſking this leave, which is the greateſt 
obligation I owe to it; and I * no 
greater from che Whig-party than the ſame 
A curſe on the word Party, 
which I have been forc'd to uſe fo often 
in this period | I wiſh the preſent Reign 
may put an end to the diſtinction, that there 
may be no other for the future than that 
bg honeſt and knave, fool and man of ſenſe ; 
L2 _ theſe 


theſe two ſorts muſt always be enemies, 
but for the reſt, may all people do as you 
and I, believe what they pleaſe and be 
friends. W615 16 


1 
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| Octob. 10, 17 14. 
Have been acquainted by one of my 
friends who omits no opportunities of 
gratifying me, that you have lately been 
pleas d to ſpeak of me in a manner which 
nothing but the real reſpect J have for 
you can deſerve. May I hope that ſome 
late malevolencies have loſt their effect? 
Indeed it is neither for me, nor my ene- 
mies, to pretend to tell you whether-I am 
your friend or not; but if you would judge 
by probabilities, I beg to know which of 
your poetical acquaintance has ſo little In- 
tereſt in pretending to be ſo? Methinks 
no man ſhould queſtion the real friendſhip 
of one who deſires no real ſervice: I am 
only to get as much from the Mhbigs, as I 
got by the Tories, that is to ſay, Civility; 
being neither ſo proud as to be inſenſible 
of any good office, nor ſo humble, as nat 
n 8 ro 
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to dare heartily to deſpiſe any man who. 
does me an injuſtice. | 

I will not value my ſelf upon aue 
ever guarded all the degrees J for 
you ; for (to ſay the truth) all the world 

well of you, and I ſhould be under 
a neceſſity of doing the ſame, whether 1 
car d for you or not. 

As to what you have faid of me, I ſhall 
never belieye that the Author of Cato can 
ſpeak one thing and think another. As a 
prot chat I account you fincere, I beg a 

vour of you: It is, that you would look 
over the two firſt books of my tranſlation 
of Homer, which are now in the hands of 
wy Lord Halifax. Tam ſenſible how much 
the reputation of any poetical work will 
depend u n the character you give it: 
tis reit, ſome evidence of the truſt I 
repoſe in your good will, when I give 
this opportunity of ſpeaking ill of me with 
Aeg and yet expect you will tell me your 
trueſt thou ghts, at the ſame time that you 
tell N your moſt favourable ones. 

J have a farther requeſt, which 1 muſt 
preſs with ceived,” My Bookſeller is 
reprinting the Eſſay on Criticiſm, to which 
you have done too much honour in your 

Spectator of No 253. The period in that 
paper, where you fay, I have admitted 

Fl fore ſtrokes of ill nature into that Eflay, ” 
is 


— 
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is the only one I could wiſh omitted of all 
you have written: but I wou'd not deſire 
it ſhould be ſo, unleſs I had the merit of 
removing your objection: I beg you but ta 
point out thoſe ſtrokes to me, and you 
may be aſſured they ſhall be treated with- 
out mercy. 4 OE A e 
Since we are upon proofs of fincerity 
(which I am pretty confident will turn to 
the advantage of us both in each others 
opinion) give me leave to name another 
paſſage in the ſame Spectator, which I with 
you. would alter. Ir is where you, men- 
tion an obſervation upon Homer's Verſes of 
Sy/phus's Stone, as never having been made 
before by any of the Criticks : I happen'd ta 
find the ſame in Dyoniſius of Halicarnaſſuss 
Treatiſe, te. rb Orouarey, Who treats 
very largely upon theſe Verſes. I know you 
will think fit to ſoften your expreſſion, 
when you ſee the paſſage ; which you 
muſt needs have read tho it be ſince ſlipt 
out of your memory. I am with the ut- 
molt eſteem, | LES. 
. NVur, &c. 
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Mr. Por to the Earl of HAL TY Ax. 


Lok, „„ 19. 
Am oblig'd to you both for the favours 
1 you have done me, and for thoſe you 
intend me. I diſtruſt neither your will nor 
your memory, when it is to do good: and 
if ever I become troubleſome or ſollicitous, 
it muſt not be out of expectation, but out 
of gratitude. Vour Lordſhip may either 
cauſe me to live agreeably in the town, or 
contentedly in the country, which is really 
all the difference I ſet between an eaſy 
fortune and a ſmall one. Ir is indeed a 
high ſtrain of generoſity in — to think, 
of making me eaſy all my life, only be- 
cauſe I have been ſo happy as to divert you 
ſome few hours: But if 1 may have leave 
to add, it is becauſe you think me no ene- 
my to my native country, there will a 
pear a better reaſon; for I muſt of conſe- 
quence be very much, (as I fincerely am) 


My Lord, &c. 


Mr, Pop 
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; Ethinks when I write to you, I am 
making a confeſſion, I have got (I 
can't tell how) ſuch a cuſtom of throwing ' 
my ſelf out upon paper without reſerve. 
You were not miſtaken in what you judg'd 
of my temper of mind when I writ: laſt: 
My faults will not be hid from you, and 
perhaps it is no diſpraiſe to me that they 
will not. The cleanneſs and purity of ones. 
mind is never better prov'd, tha in diſ- 
cover ing its own faults at firſt view: as 
when a Stream ſhows the dirt at its bot- 
tom, it ſhows alſo the tranſparency of the 
water. e 
My ſpleen was not ꝙccaſion d howe-" 
ver, by any thing an * abuſive, - angry 
Critick could write of me. I take. very 
kindly your heroick manner of congra- 
tulation upon this ſcandal ; for I think 
nothing more honourable, than to be in- 
volved in the fame fate with all the great 


4 


* Dennis, 200 writ an abuſrve Pamphlet this Year, in- 
titled, Remarks on Mr. Pope's Homer. 
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and che good that ever lived; that is, to be 
n "x cenſur d by. bad writers. 
Vou do no more than anſwer my ex⸗ 
pectationd of you, in declaring how well 
you take my freedom in ſomerimes neg- 
lecting as I do, to reply to your Letters 0 
; p ſoon as I ought ; thoſe who have a right 
_ "taſte of the ſubſtantial part of . friend- 
ſhip, can wave the ceremonial. A friend is 
the only one that will bear the omiſſion; 
wo one may Sa who i is not 1 bY. the 
very trial of it. 
ys to any Arier 1 have concerning the 
its of my Homer, the care is over with 
nie: The world muſt be the judge, and I 
" ſhalÞ be the firſt to conſent to the juſtice of 
its judgment, whatever it be. I am not 
ſio arrant an Author, as even to deſire, that 
15 be I 5 in the Wrong, all mankind ſhould 
Jam mightily. pleasd with a faying a 
Monſieur” ourres : „ When a Man writes, 
"he ought, to animate himſelf wich che 
thoughts of pleaſing. all the world: but 
he i to renbunce that deſire or "bope,. 
de tie very moment the ok goes on. of. : 
8 ee His Hands. 2 10 6 
I Write this Kay Binfeld, whithet I came 
yeſterday, having paſt a few days in_my. 
Way with my. Lord Bolingbroke : NS go is. 
London | in three days rims, and will not fai 
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enn Mr. 2, whom 1 
ſaw not long fince at my Lord Halifus s. 
1 hoped from thence he had ſome hopes 
of advantage from the preſent adminiſtra- 
tion: for e people (I think) but I, pay 
reſpe&s to great Men without any prof- 
"Tam in the faireſt way in the world 
of being not worth a groat, being born both 
a Papiſi and a Poet. This puts me in mind 
of reacknowledging your continued endea- 
vours to enrich me: But I can tell you tis 
to no purpoſe, for without che U Daum 
ene mi ipſe Js ©: Ton 
% 21 £169 80 AK va g 975} 
wht offs 50 0" an uus &. 
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Me. Poys ” Mr. Concaeys.” 
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5 March 19,. 1714-16.” 
TH E Farce of the What-d' le 
has occaſioned many different ſpecu- | 
lations in the town. Some look d upon it as 
meer jeſt upon the tragic poets, others as a. 
fatire upon the late war, Mr. Cromwell. 
hearing, none of the words, and ſceing the 
action to be tragical, was much aſtoniſhed 
to find the audience laugh; and fays, the 
Prince and Princeſs muſt doubtleſs be un- 
der no leſs amazement on the ſame account. 
Seyeral templers, Lun others of the more. 
vociferous 
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vociferoug kind of criticks, went with a re- 
ſolution to hiſs, and confet they were forced 
do laugh ſo much, that they forgot the de- 
ſign they came with. The Court in gene- 
ral has in a very particular manner come 
into the jeſt, and che three firſt Nights, 
(notwithſtanding two of them were court- 
nights) were diſtinguiſh d by very full audi- 
ences. of the firſt quality. The common 
people of the pit and gallery, receiv d it 
at firſt with great gravity and ſedateneſs, 
ſome few with tears; but after the third 
day they alſo took the hint, and have ever 
ſince been very loud in their claps, There 
are ſtill ſome ſober men who cannot be of 
the general opinion, but the laughers are 
ſo much the majority, that one or two 
criticks ſeem determined to undeceive the 
town at their proper coſt, by writing grave 
diſſertations againſt it: To encourage them 
in which laudable deſign, it is reſolyxd a 
Preface ſhall be prefixt to the Farce, in 
Vindication of the nature and dignity of 
this new way of writing. 

. Yeſterday Mr. Steele s affair was decided: 
I am ſorry I can be of no other opinion 
than yours, as to his whole carriage and. 
writings of: late. Bur certainly he has not 
only been puniſh'd by others, but ſuffer d 
much even from his own party in the point 
of character, nor (I believe) receiv d any 
M 2 amends 


- | | 
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amends in that of intereſt; as yet; what- 


ever muy be his Proſpects for the future. 
This Gentleman, among a | thouſand 
others, is a great inſtance of the fate of all 
who are carried away by party-ſpirit, of 
any fide. I wiſh all violence may ſuc 

as ill: but am really amazed that ſo much 
of that ſower and pernicious quality ſhou'd 
be joyned with ſo much natural good hu- 
mour as I think Mr. Steele is poſleſs'd of. 
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27 Mr. Cox REE. 


; April 7, 1715. 
X IR. Pope is going to Mr. Jervass, 
where Mr. Addiſon is fitting for his 


picture; in the mean time amidſt clouds 


of tobacco at a coffee-houſe I write this 
letter. There is a grand revolution at 
Will's, Morrice has quitted for a coffee- 
houſe in the city, and Titcomb is reſtor'd to 
the great joy of Cromwell, who was at a 
great loſs for a perſon to converſe with 
upon the fathers and church-hiſtory ; the 
knowledge I gain from him, is entirely-in 
painting and poetry ; and Mr, Pope ” 


. 
. 
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all his kill in aſtronomy to him and Mr. 
Mbiſton, fo celebrated of late for his dif- 
covery of the longitude in an extraordinary 
copy of Verſes Mr, Rowe's Jane Gray 
is to be play'd in Eafter-week, when Mrs. 
Oldfield is to perſonate a character directly 
oppoſite to female nature; for what wo- 
man ever deſpis d Sovereignty? Vou know 
Chaucer has a tale where a knight ſaves his 
head, by diſcovering it was the thing which 
all women moſt coveted. Mr, Pope's Homer 
is retarded by the great rains that have fal- 
len of late, which cauſes the ſheets to be 
long a drying; this gives Mr. Lintot great 
uneaſineſs, who is now endeavouring to 
corrupt the Curate of his pariſh to pray 
for fair weather, that his work may go on. 
There is a ſix- penny Criticiſin lately pub- 
liſh'd upon the Tragedy of the V bat- d ye- 
call-it, wherein he with much judgment 
and learning calls me a blockhead, and 
Mr. Pope a knave. His grand charge is a- 
gainſt the Pilgrims Progreſs being read, 
which he ſays is directly level'd at Cato's 
reading Plato; to back this cenſure, he goes 
on to tell you, that the Pilgrims Progreſs 
being mention'd to be the eighth edition, 
makes the reflection evident, the Tragedy 


* 
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* CalPd, An Ode on the Longitude, in Swift and Pope's 
Miſcellanies. ag . . 
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ef Cato having juſt eight times (as he 
quaintly expreſſes it) viſited the Preſs, He 
has alſo endeavoured to ſhow, that every 
756 paſſage of the play alludes to 
ome fine part of Tragedy, which he ſays 
1 have injudiciouſly and profanely abuſed &. 
Sir Samuel Garth's Poem upon my Tod 
Clare's houſe, I believe will be publiſh d 
in the Eafter-week. 

Thus far Mr. Gay — who has in his Jens 
ter foreſtall'd all the ſubjects of diverſion ; 


unleſs it ſhould be one to you to ſay, that 


I fit up till two a-clock over Burgundy and 
Champagne; and am become ſo much a 
rake, that I ſhall be aſhamed in a ſhort 
time to be thought to do any ſort of bu- 
ſineſs. I fear I muſt get the gout by drink- 

, purely for a faſhionable pretence to fit 
till long enough to tranſlate four. books of 
Homer. I hope youll by that time be up 
again, and I may ſucceed to the bed and 
couch of my predeceflor : Pray cauſe the 
ſtuffing to be repaired, and the crutches 
ſhortned for me. The calamity of your 
gout is what all your friends, that is to fay 
all thar. know you, mult ſhare in; we de- 
fire you in your turn to condole with us, 


” 
& 8 


* This curious Piece was entitled, A compleat K 
the What-d'pe-call-it. Jt was written by ane ; Grifin 4 
Player, aſſiſted by Lewis Theobald. 


who 
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who are under a perſecution, and much 
afflicted with a diſtemper which proves 
grievous. to many poets, a Criticiſm. We 
have indeed ſome relieving intervals 5 laugh- 
ter, (as you know there are in ſome Diſ- 
eaſes; ) and it is the opinion of divers Os 
gueſſers, chat the laſt fit will not be m 
violent than advantageous; for poets a 
ſail'd by critics, are like men bitten 
3 85 chey dance on fo much the 


- Mr. Thomas Burnet Kai playd che pies 
curſor to the coming of Homer, in a trea- 
tiſe calld Homerides. He has fince riſen 
very much in his criticiſms, and after a{- 
faulting Homer, made a daring attack upon 
the * "What-d y call it. Ver is there not a 
proclamation iſſued for the burning of Ho- 
men and the Pope by the common hang- 
man; nor is the Mat- d ye-calllit yet ſilendd 
che Lord- Chamberlain. They ſhall-ur- 
the conflagration of his father's Works, 

5 live after they and he are damned 3 
(for that the B—p' of S. already is fo, is 


the opinion of Dr. Sacheverel and hi a 
hes Rome. 1 | 
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Mr Porz to o the Earl of B-- <_=, 


F your Mate could . ſhe MEL" 

give; you an account of the extraordi- 

nary company the had on the road Which 
ſhe cannot do, I will. ', - 

It was the enterprizing Mr: Lintott, the 
redoubtable rival of Mr. Toꝝſon, who mount- 
ed. on a ſtonehorſe, (no diſagreeable compa- 
nion to your Lordſhips mare) overtook me 
in H#indſor;foreft. He ſaid, he heard I de- 
ſign d for Oxford, the ſeat of the muſes, and 
would, as my ee by all e 
company me thither.. 

I aſk'd him where he 80 * horſe, He. 
anſwer'd, he got it of his publiſher: For 
« that rogue, my printer, (ſaid he) diſap- 
pointed me: I hoped to put him in good 
« humour by a treat at the tavern, of a 
«* brown fricaſſee of rabbits which coſt c ]˖q ) 
“ ſhillings, with two quarts of wine, be- 
ſides my converſation. I thought my ſelf 
« cockſure of his horſe, which he readily 
promis d me, but faid, that Mr. Tonſor - 
« had juſt ſuch another deſign of going to 
* Cambridge, expecting there the copy of 
« Comment — the Revelations ;* and if 
e Mr. Tonſon 


5 
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« Mr. Tauſin went, he was preingaged to 
attend him, being to have the ing 
« of the faid copy. 

So in ſhort, I e this 1 of 
my publiſher, which he had of Mr. Old. | 
m#x0n for a debt; he lent me too the pret- 1 

boy you ſee after me; he was a ſmutty 

* yeſterday, and coſt me near two hours 2 
Waſh the ink off his, face: but the De- 

vil 18 4 fair-condition'd Devil, and very - 

7 orwarde in his catechiſe: if you have l 

more baggs, he ſhall carry them. 

I chought Mr. Lintotts civility; n ˖ 10 
A neglected, ſo gave the boy a ra 
e three ſhirts, and an Elzevic Vir- 
gil; and en Ms an inſtant proceeded 
on the road, with my man before, 0 


courgequs ſtationer bed , and the 8 
MI. Lintott 1 in aw manner. Now 
” damn chem! What if they ſhould. put it 
* into the news-paper, hom you. and 1 
* went together to, Oxford? Why What 
« would I care? If I ſhould 1 $9: doyyn into 
* Suſſex, . Ex would. Jay I was. gone to 
« the Spe 5 1 of that? 1 
. ſon Were ut 5 55 none! to go on 0 . 
the buſineſs, by G-d I would; kee Pas 
| s good company as old TFacob.” 1 
Hereupon I enquir d of his fon.” F The 
8.1 1. (ſays he) has fine * but is ſome- 
He cc « what 


* 


«what Gakly, nuch de you . ſpare 
« for nothing in his education at Weftmin- 
« fler. Pray don't you think r 
« To be the beſt ſchool in England ę * moſt 
«of the late Miniftr came ct of it, ſe 
r did many of he! lininry; I hope the 
boy will a bY erung i Yoo 5 
Dont you deſign to let him pas a 
at Oxford'? 4 To what purpoſe?” (ſaid he) 
_ & the Univerſities do but make Pedants, 
and I intend to breed him i nan of Bu- 
cc * lineſs. m 111111 VTIR9 
M 2 1 was \ralldnss 1 oblerv d 
te üneaſy on his” ſaddle, for Which 1 
E d 5 — ſollicitude: Nothing ſays he, 
can bear it well enough; but * we 
have che day before us, methinks it would 
be very pleaſant for you to reſt a while 
under the Woods. When were alighted, 
e. See here, what 4 mighty pretty” Horace 4 


2 in 1 8 an Ode, till we mount 
gain? Lord! if 5 d, 


Tae "rod ore: 
fpiri Then' 5 on ace, and 
55 as hard as I An. * Fo 109 Thx 0 


* Silence enſu'd for a an ASt alter 
ich M. Lintote” lug'd the reins, ſtopt 


8 ſhort. 


ſhore _ * out, « Wen 1 Si, has far 
you gone?” I anſwer d ſeven miles. 
40 25 Sir, faid Lintott, 1 thought you, 
6 had done ſeven ſtanza s. Oldfizorth in 
«a ramble round Wimbleton-hill, would 
te tranſlate a whole Ode in half this time. 
«Tl fa that for Oldfworth, (tho I loft by 
* his Timothy s) he tranſlates an Ode of 
(t * Horace, the quickeſt of any man in En- 
gland. I remember Dr. King would write 
« _ in a tavern, three hours after he 
* could n't ſpeak: and there's Sir Richard 
« in that rumbling old Chariot of his, be- 
« tween Fleet-ditch and St. Giles" 8. Pound 
te ſhall make you half à 70. 
Pray Mr. Lintot?. (Aid 1 now you. talk 
of Tranſlators, What! 18.7 your method of 1 ma- 
naging them? Sir (reply d he). thoſe are 
« the ſaddeſt pack of rogues in the world: 
« In a hungry fit, they'll ſwear they un- 
« derſtand all the anguages in the uni- 
« verſe : 1 have known one of them take 
down a Greet book upon my counter 
< and cry, Ay this is Hebrew, I muſt read 
« it from the latter end. By G-d I can 
never be ſure in theſe fellows, for I nei- 
ee ther underſtand Greek, Latin,” French, 
« nor Talian my ſelf. But this. is m 
way: I agree with them for ten ſhillings 
* her ſheer, . with a. proviſo, that 1 will 
th Rave their doings corrected by whom 
10 N 2 al, z 


"4.5 


* LE rx . 
&« "leaks; ; fo by one { vs, hey y ire” led 


4 
4 nal to me in Engliſh; by this T know 


« ar laſt to the true ſenſe of an gh 

14 2 judgment giving Jy negative to 1 
« my Tranſlators.” But how axe you ſe- 
cure that thoſe correftors may not impoſe 


upon you? „Why I pet any civil 55 | 


% man, (eſpecially 157 Scatchman that. 
comes, into my ſhop, to read the -origi- 


6. whether my firſt Tranilator be deficient, 
4 and whether my Corrector merits his 
« money or no? * 

III tell you hat hap end 1875 me laſt 


« month: 1 bargain d WI 8. — for 


4 new. verſion of, Eucretius to publiſh 


* ggainſt Tt onſon's S; Agreeing to pay the au- 


« thor ſo many ſhillings at 47 producing 
* ſo many lines. He made a great pro- 


' « greſs in a very ſhort time, and I gave it 
« to the corrector to compare, with the 


Latin; but he went directly, to Creech's 


« tranſlation, and found it the fame word 
« for word, all but the firſt Page. Now, 
« what d'ye think T did? ) arrefted the 
* Tranſlator for a cheat; nay, and I ſtopt 


« the Corrector's pay too, upon this proof 
« that he had made uſe of CIP Inſtead 


« of the original. 


Pray tell me next how veer deal with 
the Critics? “Sir (ſaid he) nothing more 


© caly. U can nee the moſt formidable 


« of 


* 


8 - 4062 o Er 1 wn __ 
* of tems che rich ones for a ſnheet a- 
piece of che blotted, manuſcri cript, which FE: 
«coſts: me noching. They * go about 
55 wich it to their acquaintance, and pre- 
<|rend they had it from the author, ho 
« ſubmitted to their correction: this has 
<. given ſome of them ſuch an air, that in 
<« time they come to be conſulted with,, 
and dedicated to, as the top critics of 
the town. As for the poor Critics, 
Tl give you one inſtance of my manage- 
e ment, by which you may gueſs at the 
* brenne A lean man that look'd like a very 
good ſcholar, came to me F other day; 
turned over Homer, ſhook his head. 
6 « ſhrug up his ſhoulders, and puh'd at 
every line of it; One | would wonder 
* (lays. he) at the range preſumption , 
« men; Homer d no ſuch.eaſy task, that 
every. Stripling, every Verfifier - he 
was going on when my Wife call'd to 
dinner: Sir, ſaid I, will you pleaſe to 
eat a piece of beef with on 1 Mr. Lintott, 
t faid he, 1 am ſorry you ſhould be dt the 
* expence of this great book, I am really con- 
tegen d on your account — Sir I am much 
2 oblig d to you: if you can dine upon a 


« piece of: beef, together with a ſlice f 


« pudding — Mr. Lintott, I do not ſay but 
« Mr. Pope, if he apud condeſcend to ad- 
Fi 29 with men of learning — Sir, the pud- 


ding 


4 your feet. 


102 LET T PRI Sig 
ing is upon tlie table, d e 
165 3 critic complies, e comes 
et 2 taſte of your „and tells me 
in the ſame breath, chat the Books is 
ee and the Pudding N 
cc lent. ie Pari. r n eit 1 
Nov Sie (coticloudee . Lintott]; in — 4 
turn to the frankneſs I have thewn, pray 
tell me, I it the inion of your friends 
« at Court that my Lord will be 
brought to the Bar or not? I told him 
I heard nor, and I hop'd it, my Lord be- 
ing one I had particular obligations to. 
a That may be (reply'd Mr. Lintotr) bur 
« by Odi he'is nor; Tall iofs thy pine? 
«ing of a very good ane 
Theſe my Lord are a fow traits by 
which you may diſcern the genius of my 
friend Mr. Lintott, which i have choſen 
for the fubject of a letter. I dropt him as 
ſoon as I got to Oxford, and paid a viſit 
to my Lord Carlton at Middleton; 
The converſations I enjoy here are not 
to be prejudic'd by my pen, and the plea- 
ſures from them only to be equal'd when 
I meet your Lordſhip. I hope in a few 
days to ne my elf gn your kad at 


Jan, &c, 
? | 44 5 e k 


n f R ad 


„ 1g PRs, , 5 14 
ij 1341 ON C5) 4 d 2 2 1743 D531 Uu H 1 #7 & $1 
F00J T0907 Nd 5157 ant vin Jon * =: 8 row 
5 wy Gb "ES 
Pak L L. 7% MY Pork. 
5715 1 Iv ar en I 
"5m 


M o e oc: Jus ay. 151g. 
Aan wife 4 long letter, but all 
Se feel in it is, that it 
"EE me” during the time think more 
intently | of my being far Ford you. I fan- 
& if were with you, T cod remove ſome 
f. the RY which you may have felt 
from oe n of the world, and 


you ould © be aſlampd to feel, 
be i is bur thi teſtimony Which ond 
ir Pipl you. that your” merit is Un! 


bt able t on ou have other- 
ile, from ignora ce, end y. oro tkoſe tem. 


T rs Which vi vi f your own way? 
15 this, in Pr ron th thar when'- 4 


ambition 18 e 1 attain f its end, it Js 


not only 7 Þur"exalperated" too at | 


the vanity labours; then we ſpeak 
il of hape ; Kaan and ſighin 8 con. 
demn the excellence which we find above 
our reach. — Il zn O07 9vVGL 

My * Zwlus _ you. us'd to write 
ahve I finiſh't' laſt ſpring, and left in 


3 


Printed. ſur B. Lintott 1715, 80 under this Title. 
to ven, 


„ ee 
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town, I waited till I came up ro ſend it 
you, but not arriving here before your book 
was out, imagin' d it a loſt piece of labour. 
If you will {till have it, you need only write 
me word. 


I have here ſeen the Fir/# Book of Ho- 


mer, which came out at a time when + 
cou d 5 70 8 5 as a Kind bf od 
up Againit you. N opinion is, that 1 
may if you pleaſe, give them. thanks, 
writ"it. , Neither the 


+ 4.4 


rit have an equal , maſtery; with yours; but 
what ſur prizes me more is, tha 
Le = gd t there ſho MN 


4 —— 


| ſuc 7 7 | ifs Lk | 
| my Ingo! 1 — eyes 21 leis makin 
the taunt of Achilles to amemnon, (t. 


he ſhould have ſpoils, . * Troy ſhould | 
taken) to be a = and. 1 2 5 ropoſal : 

the tranſlating, what bs call ablution by 
the word ( Ofats, and fo leaving Water out 
of - the rite, Jo Juſtration, Sc. but you muſt 
have taken notice of all this Foie 'I write 

not to inform you, but to ſhew I r ahh 8 


have LF EN heart. cas ho 
* F att 1 — Al 
CAYA 


7 an, Ke. Hod 


* eee nn. „ Im 
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7 4 4 wat „ 7 Th 
w < #& + 4 3 4 . 1 as * 
| Fon 


YR 2 * of the Reverend Do- 
Gor BERKELEV Dean of Lon- 
don-derry. 
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2. eh days « 480, aa or four Gentle 

my 


men ſelf exerting that right which 
all readers to over Authors, ſate 
in judgment upon the. two new Tranſla- 
tions of che firſt Thad. Without partia- 
lity to N country, men, 1 affure. you they 
1 815 the preference where it | was 
N Bonk! i 4 of opinion, that 
ours was equally juſt to che ſenſe with 
's, and wichour compariſon 
more ealy, more. Poetical;- and more 4% 
lime. But I will ſay no more on ſuch a 
thread bare ſubjedt, as your late performance 


is at this time. 
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Extract from a. Letter from Mr. 
SN Mr. Por. 


noob 
uly 8, 1715. 
— I have juſt ſet down Sir Samuel 
Garth at the Opera, He bid, me tell you, 
that every body is pleas'd with your Tran- 
ſlation, but a few at Buttons; and that 
Sir Richard Steele told him, that Mr. Ad- 
diſan faid Tickels tranſlation was the beſt 
that ever was in any language . He treat- 
ed me with extream civility, and out of 
kindneſs gave me a ſqueeze by the Sore 


LY 


finger. I am inform'd that at Buttons 


dur character is made very free with as 
orals, Sc. and Mr. A— fays, that your 


+ tranſlation and Ticke''s are both very well 


dotie, but that the latter has more of Homer. 
* 7 ? 181 32 Irie FM | i499 Mel N 743 
Jam, &c. 


1 
* „ r "—_— — 


* Sir Richard Steele afterwards, in his Preface to an Edi- 
tion of the Drummer, a Comedy by Mr. Addiſon, ſbetus it 
to be his opinion, that not Mr. Tickel but Mr. Addiſon 
« himſelf was the Perſon that tranſlated this book. 


—_—_. 


A { * * 


Extract 
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mos from @ Letter” of Dr. A = 
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£20244 34 ne 143 11 fi g of +4 "73 * „ Tis 18 
<9 n i i en e Juh 95 1718. 
— I conp! vou upon Mr. Tickel's 


merit; *bur'l x was — diſappointed i in 
my expectation of a Tranſlation nicely true 
to the original; whereas in thoſe parts 

where the ateſt exactneſs ſeems ro be 
demanded, he has been the leaſt careful, 
I mean the Hiſtory of ancient Ceremonies 
and Rites" &c. in * you have' wich 
| ps an; ee box conch; Fe. OCR 
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Mr.P Po OPE Fry the Honourable Jav M 28 
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2 hold of — opportunity given me 
* my Lord D of zen, ta 
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aſſure you of the continuance of that eſteem 
and affection F have long born you, and 
the memory of ſo many agreeable conver- 
ſations as we have pas d together I wiſh 
it were a compliment to ſay ſuch conver- 
ſations as are not to be found on this ſide 
of the Water: for the Spirit of Piſſention 
is gone forth among us; nor is it a won- 
der that :Battow's is aq longer Buſten ;, when 
Ou England's no longer Old England; that 
region of hoſpitality, ſociety, ànd gcod hu : 
Maur. [ Par ry affects Us all, Sven the with, | 
tho they gain as hetle by politicks as they 
dd by their wit. We talk much of fine 
ſenſe; reſin d ſenſe, and exalted ſtaſe; but 


gentlemen, 
tance, who 
conſequence at this time of day, in the 


Man theſe idle fellows of the Feather N 
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Mr N a pr E b. 209 
rar a brave Mbig and Bin 1 ichel'a 
rank Tah; ä the: pub 
leck in general he to gratify the inordi- 
nate Geben of One — — 
ie ſeems a gat Tarꝶ in Poetry, who can he- 
ver bear 4 Brother on the throne j and Ra 
his Mutes too i ſett of Nodders, Winkers, . 
and Whiſperers) i whaſe-byſinckis to: Rrangle- 
all other - offsprings of wit in their birth 
'The new Tranſlator of Homer is the hum- 
bleſt ſlave he Has, =, is to ſay, his firſt 
Miniſter ; let him ive the honours he 
gives him, but receive them wirh fear and 
trembling : let him be proud of the ap- 
_ probation of his [abſolute Lord; I appeal 
to the People, a8 my [rightful judges and 
maſters; and if they are not inclin'd to 
condemn me, I fear no rae £ high-flying 
proceedings from the ſmall Court- faction 
at Burtoss. But after all I have . 
of chis great Man, there is nor 
tween us: We are each of us civil civil and 
obliging, that neither thinks he is obliged. 
And I for my part treat with bim, as we 
do with che Grand." Monarch" who has too 
many great qualities not to be reſpected, 
tho we-know he watehes any oecaſion to 
oppreſs/ aff) Dons HOYT 10 Hab 
When talk of Homer, lt ot forper 
the early Preſent you made me of Mn. 
Am, % Marte Book.” And I cant eon- 


clude 


muſt 
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clude. this letter withour telling you a me- 
lancholy piece of news which affects our 
very Entrails,. . is dead, and Soupes 
are no more] You fee: I wtke in the old fa. 
miliar way. Thi is not to the Miniſter 
But to cho riind However, it is ſome 
mark of uncommon regard to the Miniſter, 
that n N 
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T was e che Enigma 8 0f Pytha- 
| goras, I ben the Wings Tye, worſhip the, 
Echo, A modern TR explains this to 

nify, N ben popular Tumults begin, retire, 
” £0 — or 72 places, where. Bccbo's are 
cam found; Rocks," Woods, &c. 1 am 
rather —— . it ſhould. be interpreted, 
=. When Rumours increaſe, and when there 
« is abundance of Noiſe and Clamour, be- 
« lieve the ſecond Report This I think 
agrees more exactly with che Eerbe, and is 
A. more natural application of the Gy Dt 


l 


"© 


Sir WMW TxUMBULL arfd My. Poet. 111 
HFlowever it be, either of theſe! precepts is 
extfeamly! 1 Te be followed at this ſea- 
Jon';! cannot bur: applaud your reſo- 
lution: 0b continuing in ———— 8 
Cave in the foreſt „ nn 
ring the nolſe of breaking — a 
breaking Stateſmien, eke wy Storms to 
that of Parties and fury and ravage of 
Floods and Tempeſts, ro precipitancy of 
fone; and — of — which I fear 
will be our daily proſpect in Lond. 
I ſincerely wi my elf wich you, to 
contemplate: the wonders: of God in the 
Sl rather than the madneſs of man 
on the earth. But I never had ſo much 
cauſe as now to complain of my poetical 
ſtar, that fixes me at this tumultuous time, 
to attend the gingling of rymes and the 
meaſuring of ſyllables: To be almoſt the 
only trifler in the nation; and as ridicu- 
0 as the Poet in Petronius, who while 
all the reſt in the ſnip were either labour- 
ing or pray ing for lite, was ſcratching his 
head in a little room, to write a fine de- 
ſcription of the tem 
ou tell me you like che ſound of no 
arms but thoſe of Achilles: for my part I 
like them as little as the others. I Liſt- 
ed my ſelf in the battles of Homer, and I 
am no ſooner in war, but like moſt other 
folks, l wiſh my ſelf out again. 


I hear-- 


212. L Ter E R 8 0 5 3 2 


af . with yon in wiſhing Quiet 
to our native Quiet in the ſtate, 

which like charity in religion, is too much 
the perfection and happineſs of either, tb 
be broken or violated on any pretence or 
proſpect whatſoever: Fire and ſword, and 
fire and faggot are equally. my averſion. 
I: can pray fur oppoſite parties, and for 
oppoſite religions, with great ſincerity. I 
think to be a lover of one s Country is a glo- 
rious „but I do not think it 1 l _ 
an one as ike u lover of Mankind. 
Mr. and I ſometimes 8 


you under theſe denorninations, and join 


a truly Catholick health; which far excels 
the poor narrow: ſpirited, -ridiculous healths 
now in faſhion, | to bi Churab, or thut 


Church: Whatever: our teachers may ſay, 
they muſt give us leave at leaſt to / ge» 


nerouſly. Theſe, dear Sir, are my gene- 


ral 2 but whenever I pray or wiſh 


for particulars, you n 
the enn, of | brad 
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your health with that of the whole world; 
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Sir W. T3 6 and M. Pop. * 13 
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Sir W. Tau BUL Ls Anſwer. 3& 

TW. int to Snot 30 v;xxHndt 
e ee ee e 
Should be aſham d of my long idleneſi, 
in not acknowledging your kind advice 
t Eccho, and your moſt ingenious ex- 


| planation of it, relating to Popular tumults; 


which 1 own, to be very uſeful: And yet 
give me leave to tell you, that I keep my 
ſelf to a ſhorter receipt of the fame, Py- 
thagoras, which is Silence; and this I ſhall 
obſerve, if not the whole time of his dif- 
country. I am oblig d further to this me- 
thod, . by the moſt ſevere weather I ever 
felt; whentho! I keep as near by the fire as 
may be, yet Gelidus concrevit frigore San- 
guis: and often I apprehend the circulation 
of the blood begins · to bos op d. I have 
further, great loſſes (to a poor farmer) of 
my poor Oxen — Intereunt pecudes, fant 
circumfuſa pruinis Corpora magna Boum, 
Ke. | 


Pray comfort me if you can, by telling 
me that your ſecond Volume of Homer is 
not frozen; for it muſt be expreſs d very 


poetically to ſay now, that the Preſſes 
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I cannot forbear to add a piece of ar- 
tifice I have been guilty of, on occaſion 
of my being oblig d to congratulate the 
birth-day of 'a friend of mine: When 
finding I had no- materials of my own, I 
yery frankly ſent him your imitation of 
Martial's Epigram on Antonius Primus . 
This has been applauded ſo much, chat! 


am in danger of commencing Poet, perhaps 


Laureat, (pray deſire my good friend Mr. 
Rowe to enter 4 Caveat) provided you will 
further increaſe” my ſtock in this bank. 
In which proceeding I have laid the foun- 
dation of "ny eftare and as honeſtly as 

begun theits. But now 
being” a little was as 6571 beginners 
often are, I offer to you (for I have con- 
ceal'd the true author) whether you will 


BY me orders to declare Who is the 


ather of this fine child, or not? What- 


ever you e my fingers, pen, and 


ink are fo that I cannot thank you 
more at large. You will W this and 
alt other 9 of, e Si, 2 
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- Jam numerat de 12 Antonius ©VQ,. Kc. 
Sir William Trumbull eos born at Eaſtnampfted in Berk- 
52 He toas Fellow of All Souls College in Oxford, falloto d 
be Study of the Civil Law, * was ſent by King ons car 
con 


% 
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Sir W. TRUMBULL and Mr. Pops. 115 
Second Fudge-Advocate to Tangier, thence Envoy to Flo- 

rence, Turin, Qc. and in his way back, Envoy Extraordinary 
to France: from thence, ſent by King James the Second An- 
baſſador to the Ottoman Porte. Afterwards be was made 
Lord of the Treaſury, then Secretary of State with the Duke 
of Shrewsbury, which Office be refignd in 1697. He re- 
tir d to Eaſthamited, and died in the Place of bis Nativity 
in December 1716, aged 77 Years. His Character is drawn 
in the following Epitaph 7 our Author. — 8 


A pleaſing ſorm; a firm, yet cautious mind, 
Sincere, tho prudent ; conſtant, yet reſign'd ; 
Honour unchang'd ; a Principle profeſt, i 
Fixt to one fide, but mod'rate to the reſt: 
An honeſt Courtier, and a Patriot too, 
uſt to his Prince, and to his Country true: 
ul'd with the ſenſe of age, the fire of youth, 
A ſcorn of Wrangling, yet a zeal for truth ; 
A gen'rous faith, from ſuperſtition free ; 
A love to peace, and hate of Tyranny ; 
Such this man was; who now from earth remov'd, 
At length enjoys that Liberty he lov'd. 
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LETTERS 
OF 
Mr. POPE. to Mr. GAY. 
From 3 to 1730. 
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— FOU. writrme-avery kind Letter ſome 
— 1 months! ago, and told me your were 
then upon the point of raking (a journey 
into Devonſhire. That hindered my an- 
ce you, and I have ſince ſeveral times 
inquir d of Jou, without any ſatis faction; 
for ſo I call the knowledge of your wel. 


fare, or of any thing chat concerns you, I 
ſt two months in Suſſex, and ſince: my 
deturn ive been fo (ern very ill. I writ 

to Linitot in hopes hearing of you, but 

bad 0 2 to to that point, Our Friend 
W "WT $ Mr. 
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Mr. Cromwell too has been filent all this 
year; I believe he has been diſpleas d at 
ſome or other of my Freedoms; which I 
very innocently take, and moſt with thoſe 
I think po} wy friends. But this I know 


yihave open'd 
ST 7 eb oak 


of a — - 3 Friendſhips, 

not to divide them. I feally much a Mc. 
Cromwell, and have a true affection for your 
ſelf, which if I had any f Intereſt in the 
world, or Power with thoſe who have, 1 
ſhou'd not be long without 122 
you. I defire you will not, either out of 
Modeſty, or a vicious Diſtruſt of another's 
value for you, (thoſe-rwo Eternal Foes to 
Merit) imagine that your Letters and Con- 
verſation are not always welcome to me. 
There's no man more intirely fond of yood- 
nature or ingenu wages, than myſelf, and 
have ſeen too much ef thoſe qualities fin 
Mr. Gay to be any ching leſß than his 2 
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ne AF od blucs Lined Dee. 24. 1718. 
Dear Sir, i; ; I 10 30 1101 Dr 
T. has been my good fortune * 
. this Month paſt, o hear more things 
that have pleas d mec chan ( hint) . 
malt in all my time beſide. But nothing 
upon my word has been ſo Homer felt a ſa- 
tisfaction as the News- Jou tell me of; your 
ſelf: and you are not in the leaſt miſta- 
ken; when you congratulate me upon your 
own good guceels, for I have more People 
to be happy aut of, than any ill - natur d 
man oan boaſt. I may with honeſty af- 
firm; to you chat not y ichſtanding the; ma- 
ny Inoqhvenieucies and. Diſadvantages they 
Pures in talk ef in the, Res anguſii domi, 
have never found any gther, than the 
inability of giving people of Merit the only 


certain proof, of our value for them, in 

doing em ſome real ſervice. For Pos 
all, if we could but Think a little, Self- 
love might make us Philoſophers, and con- 
vince us, Qamtuli indiget Natura] Our- 
ſelves are calily p rovided for; tis — 
but cho — and ithe Appara 
on Equipage of humane life chat coſts 
much che g Only what a luxu- 
rious Man wants for horſes and foot · men 
29713 a 
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2 e Man wants for his friends 
or the indijzent. 

I ſhall fee you this Winter with much 
reater pleaſure than I could the laſt; and 
hope as much of your Time as your At- 

tendance on the -Dutcheſs will allow you 
to ſpare to any friend, will not be thought 
Ar one who is as much ſo as any 
1 muſt alſo put you in mind, tho 
you are now Secretary to this Lady, that 
are likewiſe Secretary to Nine other 
ies, and are to write ſometimes for 
them too. He who is forc'd'to live whol- 
ly upon thoſe Ladies favours, is indeed in 
as precarious a condition as any He who 
does what Chaucer ſays — for Suſtenance; 
but they are very agreeable Companions, 
like other Ladies, when a Man only paſſes 
2 Night or fo n chem "ar tis ml 
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ar. 23, 1713. 
de, Sir, 


UST as 1 receiv'd yours, \D ws or 
down to write to you with ſome 
ſhame chat 1 had fo long defer d it. But 
K can 9 repent my * when it 

k gives | 


greater ſhare in your memory I have than 
1 deſerve. I have been near a week in 


London, where I am like to remain, till I 


become by Mr. 7—+5's help, Elegans Forma- 
rum Spectator. I begin to diſcover Beau- 
ties that were till now imperceptible to 


me. Every Corner of an Eye, or Turn 


of a Noſe or Ear, the ſmalleſt degree of 
Light or Shade on a Cheek, or in a dim- 
ple, have charms to diſtract me. I no lon- 
ger look upon Lord Plauyfible as ridiculous, 
for admiring a Lady's fine Tip of an Ear 
and pretty Elbow (as the Plain-dealer has 
it) but am in ſome danger even from the 
Ugly and Diſagreeable, ſince they may have 
their retired beauties, in one Trait or other 
about 'em. You may gueſs in how uneaſy 
a ſtate I am, when every day the per- 
formances of others appear more beautiful 
and excellent, and my own more deſpica- 
ble. I have thrown away three Dr. Swift 's, 
each of which was once my Vanity, two 
Lady Bridgwaters, a Dutcheſs of Montague, 
beſides half a dozen Earls, and one Knight 
of the Garter. I have crucify'd Chr:/ 
over-again in effigie, and made a Madona 
as old as her mother St. Anne. Nay, what 
is yet more miraculous, I have rival'd 
St. Luke himſelf in Painting, and as 'tis faid 
Ya / | an 
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ives. me the knowledge how little vou 
nad upon Ceremony, and how much a 
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an Angel came and finiſn'd his Piece, ſo 
you would ſwear a Devil put the laſt hand 
10 mine, tis ſo — 8 and ſmut- 
ted. However I comfort my ſelf with 
à [chriſtian Reflection, that, I have not 
broken the Commandment, for my Pi- 
Rures are not the likeneſs of any thing 


in heaven above, or in earth below, or in 


the waters under the earth. Neither will 
any body adore or worſhip them, except 
the Indians ſhould have a fight of em, 
who they tell us, worſhip certain Pagods or 
Idols purely for their Uglineſs. 

I am very much recreated and refreſhed 
with the News of the Advancement of the 
Fan, which I doubt not will delight the 
Eye and Senſe of the Fair, as long as that 
agreeable Machine ſhall play in the Hands 
of Poſterity. I am glad your Fan is mount- 
ed ſo ſoon, but I wou'd have you varniſh 
and glaze it at your leiſure, and poliſh the 
Sticks as much as you can. You may then 
cauſe it to be born in the Lands of both 
Sexes, no leſs in Britain, than it is in China; 
where it is ordinary for a Mandarine to fan 
himſelf cool after a Debate, and a Stateſ- 
man to hide his face with i it e he _ 
2a grave Lye. DNR © o& 
h - ppt 3 
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in — and divert your ſelf with none, 
nay and to make fine Pi grey, of this w. 

of life, We ſhou'd 880 50 

doned to a wrong choice of pleafüres. 

have however ſo much ompaffion on 185 
48 t tkink of you to us, where 

your taſte for- books, Friendſhip; And enſe, 


mia be indülg abe bee * ont tome, 


pray leuve to te your eſerip- 
LON the Corift for" indeed” Huthamiy is 
frail; and wwe Catia but remember ſome 
particular ! honourg Wich we have 4250 d 


in converſarion; pate 0s this one t and 
e ſtand y u, fin ; otit'd With one an- 
:(h'to die pleaſures of the coun- 


ve aby news frm vs, 
ell it) preſent" This 1 

"Beep allow by 20 
——.— aer lof hs 2 fetch. ag 


imagine divertit 
commiſſions. ve my feſpects to the Dean, 


2A R Dr, 


INCE by your letter we find you can 
be content fo breath in ſmoak, to walk 


up as one ah 2 


In return t chi, end us every thing 2 
„Ad pray forget not my 
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Dr. Aburbnot, Mr. Ford, and the Provoſt- 
Dear Gay, adieu. 6 
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ebe Broan, 
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20% n ee. 
Dear ah. 4 


BO en 
A N e 6 od w-the 


ou ealth, if 
you 90 5 5 ; 1 8 f. 


Fr court em 


very much — Nl 3 22 open 
1 e. 

[knows ny . 
ber, KT, BY JOY roomy 


r els hep ed under 
e Dag of. e they mere mt 
9595 „ be initiated into all x 

Cul 8 els Prayers. by 
we.haye.done: T 7 eh Be 
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continue In; the. : moſt 


Union in FEY thing. co deſerye.y0; be 
Wee by all the poor f 
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As we riſe in our ſpeculations dailx, we 
are grown ſo grave, we have not con- 
deſcended to laugh at any of the idle things 
about us this week : I — contracted a 
_ ſeverity of aſpect from 10 75 meditation on 
high ſubjedts, equal to the 9 Fron 
of black-brow'd Jupiter, and become 
awful Nod as w 1725 n 1 affent to fome 
grave and weighty, Iropotition, of the 
for, or enforce a Criticiſm of my kw In. 
a word, —g himſelf has 1 oe a b ec 


more Tragic, Majeſty 0 157 K 1 read 


Th 


ing 


ing his own Verſes tl 3 
In this ſtate, I cannot SITE = our 
1 of chat b fling ur- 


eſque you write about. 5 alſo | 
| ls 


ins in my Opinion, the it 
means be wel to pr 

Pray give (with the. 9 fdeliey, an 
eſteem) my hearry, ſervice to ts De, De. 
Arbuthnot, We. Bea. and to Mr. Forte, eue. 
Let chem alſo know at Button s that I am 
e of Ken. io . ing. Buco- 


haſt 


by.x no 
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Dea Sir, * dra L EY 4999 2111 "201 3 CHO 
HAVE been perptvatly troubled w ich. 
ſickneſs of late, | which: has made. me 

10 melancholy chat the Immortality of the 

Soul has been my conſtant Speculation, as 

the no, of my Body my conſtant 

Plague ood earneſt, | Seneca is nothing 

10 K 61 1 —_— 

Dr. Parnelle will honour Tonſon 8 Miſcel- 
lany with ſome very beautiful Copies, at 
my requeſt. He enters heartily into our 
deſign, I only fear his ſtay. in town may 
chance to. be bur ſhort. Dr. Swift much. 
approves What J propoſed even to the very 
title, which I deſign ſhall be, 7. be Works' 
of the Unlearned, publiſhed monthly, i in which 
whatever Book appears, that deſerves praiſe, « 
ſhall be depreciated Ironically, and in the 
ſame manner that modern ritics take to 
undervalue Works of Value, and to commend 
the high Productions of Grubſtreet. 3 

I ſhall go into the country about a 
month hence, and ſhall then deſire to take 
along with me your Poem of the Fan, to 
conſider it at full leiſure. I am deeply in- 
gaged in Poetry, the particulars whereof 
ſhall be deferr'd till we meet. 
ROLL 2 bw | T am 
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I am, very deſirous of ſeeing Mr, For- 
teſeue Wag: he comes to Town before bs 
journgy ; if you can any way acquaint him. 
of my deſire, I believe his good nature 
will contrive a way for our meeting. I 
am ever, 10 all . dear Sir, 
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Sept. 23, 1714- 
Dear Mr. Gay, Fg: 37 tt) 
Elcome to your native Soil! wel- 
come to your Friends! thrice wel- 
come to me! whethefreturn'd in glory, bleſt 
with Court-intereſt, the love. and familia- 
rity of the Great, and fill d with agreeable 
Hopes; or melancholy with Dejection, con- 
tem lative of the changes of Fortune, and 
doubtful for the future: Whether re- 
turn d a triumphant hig or a deſponding 
Tory, equally All Hail! equally beloved 
and IRE to me! If happy, I am 
to ſhare in your elevation; if unhappy, 
vou have tall a warm corner in my heart, 
and a tetreat at Binfield in the worſt 5 
times at your. ſervice. If you are Aa To: 

or thought ſo by any man, I know it can 
FEW from nothing, bur Jour hee 


1 111 . 
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to a few people who! endeavout d to fetve 

, ind whoſe Politicks were never your 
Concern, If you are a Why, as I rather 
hope, and as I think your Principles and 
mine (as Brother Poets) had ever a Byaſs to 
the Side of Liberty, I know you will be an 
honeſt man and an inoffenſive one. Upon 
the whole, 1 know you are incapable of 
being ſo much of either Party as to be good 
for nothing. Therefore once more, what- 
ever you are, or in whatever ſtate = are, 
all hail! 

One or two of your old Friends com- 
plain'd: they had heard nothing from- you 
fince the Queens death; I told em, 1 
man living loved Mr. Gay better than I 
yet I had not once written to him in al 
his Voyage. This I chought a convincing 
proof, how truly one may be a friend to 
7 without telling him ſo every y. month. 

ut they had. reaſons too e to al- 
ledge in your excuſe, as men who really 
value one another. will 1ever. want ſuch 
as make their friends and themſelves. eaſy. 
The late univerſal Concern in publick af- 
fairs; threw us all f into a rey of Spirits; 
even I who am . a Philoſopher alan 
to expect any om any Reign, was 

55 955 WW. Es. current, | 0 0 of 
| ti 


che expectation of the Succeffor : : Juring 


your Journeys I knew not whither to aim 
a letter 


linda s df Britain? gr have the two gre 


4 


ſure tocus 
Ns IONS ſhall ſupport his Children. 
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x; letter after you, chat Was a ſort of ſhoots 
ing flying: add to this the demand Hs. 
mer had upon me, ta wtite fifty Verſes 
A4 day, learned Notes, all which 


are at a concluſion for this year. Rejoice | 


wich me, O my Friend, that my Las 
bour is over; come and make merry with 
me in much Feaſting, for It ſthee and thou 
to me. Weill feed among the Lillies 
the Lillies L mean the Ladies, with u 
I hope you have. fed to ſatiety: Haſt thou 


paſſed through many Countries, and not 


taſted thęe delights thereof? Haſt thou not 


left of thy Iſſue in divers Lands, that Ger- 


and Dutch Gays may ariſe, to 
write Paſtorals and ſing their Songs in 


ſtrange Countries ? Are not the Blogelin. 
das 5 the Hague as charming as the Ro- 


Paſtoral Poets of out Nation renounc 
Love lat the fame: time d for Philips, im 


mortal Philiu, Hanover Philips, hath de- 


ſcrted; yea and in a ruſtick manner kicked 


his 22 — Dr. Parnelle and I have 


been inſeperable ever ſince you went. We 
are nm at the Bath, whete (if you are 


not; as I heartily hope, better engaged) 
your coming would be the greateſt 


in the world. Talk not of Ex- 


a line from you directed to the Poſt- 


houſe 


houſe: in Bath. Poor! Pede u in an ill 
ſtate of health. 07, 228 :e e. 
Pardon me if 1 add a word of advice in 
che Poetical way. Write ſomething on the 
King, or Prince, or Princeſs. On — 
ever foot you may be with tlie Court, this 
can do no harm — I ö ſhall : never know 
where to end, and am confounded in the 
many things T have to ſay to you, tho 
they all Fenn chis, ele 

We d ho 
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18 Lau Nov. 8, 178. 
* Sir. Nan lo z. 


HA M extremely g glad to find by a Let- 
ter of yours to Mr. Forteſeue,” that you 
ave ,receiv'd one from me; and Ia beg 
you to keep, as the greateſt of Curioſities, 
that Letter of NG och 7 receiv band 
I never writ. ee eich 
But the Twch i 2 we were made 
here to expect you in a ſhort time that 
was upon the Ramble moſt part of the 
Summer, and have cιꝭluded the Seaſon 
in Grief, for che death on my poor fa- 
thei: ci; #811 3001 190.1 : Worf: 129199 
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1 ſhall not enter into a detail of my 
8 and Troubles, for two reaſons; 
| becauſe I am really afflicted and need no 
Airs of grief, and becauſe they are not the 
concerns and troubles of any but my ſelf. 
But J think you (without too great a com- 
P liment) enough my friend, to be pleas d ro 
know he died eaſily, without a groan, or 
the ſickneſs of two minutes; in a word, as 
Gletily: and aum as he uved | 4.20 


Sic mibi contingat vivere, foque mori l 


9 am not in the 3 to ſay gay n 
nor in the affectation of avoiding them. I 
can't pretend to entertain either Mr. Pulte- 
ney or you, as you have done both my Lord 
Burlington and me, by your letter to Mr. 
Lowndes, I am only ſorry you have no 

greater quarrel to Mr. Lowndes," and wiſh 
you paid ſome hundreds a year to the Land- 
tax. That Gentleman is lately become an 
inoffenſive perſon to me too; ſo that ve 
may join heartily in our addreſſes to him, 
and (like true Patriots) rejoice in all that 
Good done to the Nation and Govern- 
ment, to vhinh, we Wer nothing our 
ſelves. - 

I ſhould 1 not. forget to acknowledge? your 
letter ſent from Aix; you told me then 
that * was not * wich the * 

an 
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and J find fince you are of my opinion, 
that tis as bad without the Waters. But 1 
fancy, it is rot writing but thinking, that 
is ſo bad with the Waters; and then you 
might write without any manner of pre- 
judice, if you writ like our Brother-poets 


of theſe days. ' | 
I have no ſtory to tell that is worth 
your hearing ; know I am no man of 


Intrigue ; but the Ducheſs of Hamilton has 
one which ſhe ſays is worth my hearing, 
that relates to Mr. Pulteney and your ſelf; 
and which ſhe promiſes, if you won't tell 
me, ſhe will. Her Grace has won in a 
Raffle a very fine Tweezercaſe ; at the fight 
of which, my Tweezercaſe, and all other 
Tweezercaſes on the globe, Hide their di 
That Dutcheſs, Lord Warwick, Lord Stan- 
Mrs. Bellenden, Mrs. Lepell, and I can't 
tell who elſe, had your letters: Dr. Ar 
buthnot and I expect to be treated like 
Friends. I would ſend my ſervices to Mr. 
Pulteney, but that he is out of favour at 
Court; and make ſome compliment to Mrs. 
Pulteney, if ſhe were not a Whig. My Lord 
Burlington tells me ſhe has as much out- 
ſhin'd all the French Ladies, as ſhe did the 
Engliſh before: I am ſorry for it, becauſe 
it will be detrimental to our holy Religion, 
if heretieal Women ſhould eclypſe — a 
| : uns 
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Nuns and orthodox Beauties, in whoſe eyes 
alone lie all the hopes we can have, of 


aining ſuch fine Gentlemen as you to our 
Church. | 


N our, &c. 


I wiſh you joy of the birch of the young 
Prince, becauſe he is the only Prince we 
have, from whom you have had no Expe- 
c Rations and no r 
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Dear Sir, | | 1 
Think it obliging in you to defite 
an account of my health. The truth 

„ have never been in a worſe ſtare in 

my life, and find whatever I have try d as 
a remedy fo ineffectual, that I give tmyſelf 
entirely over. I wiſh your health may be 
ſer perfectly right by the Waters, and be af- 
fur'd I not only wiſh that, and every thing 
elſe for you, as common friends wiſh, but with 
a Zeal not uſual among thoſe we call fo. 1 
am always glad to hear of, and from you; 
always glad to ſee you, whatever accidents 
or amuſements have interven'd to make me 
do either leſs than uſual. I not o * | 
xr think of yoo; but conſtantly 
beſt to make others: _ it, by parry 4 
2 you. 


N LET TE RS of / 


ou to all. your acquaintance. I deſire you 


to do ther fame for me to thoſe you are 
now with: do me what you think Juſtice 


in regard to thoſe who are my friends; and 
if there are any, whom I have unwilling- 


Iy deſerv' d fo little of, as to be my Ene- 


mies, I don't deſire you to forfeit their opi- 


nion or your own judgment in any caſe. 


Let Time convince thoſe who know me 
not, that I am an inoffenfive perſon ; tho 
(ro ſay truth) I don't care how little I am 
indebted to Time, for the World is hardly 
worth living in, at leaſt to one that is ne- 
ver to have health a week together. I 
have been made to expect Dr. Arbuthnof 
in town this fortnight, or elſe I had writ- 
ten to him. If he, by never writing to 
me, ſeems to forget me, I conſider I do 


the ſame ſeemingly to him, and yer I don't 
believe he has a more ſincere friend in the 


world than I am ; therefore I will think 
him mine. I am His, Mr. Congreve's, and 


Your, &c. 


Landen Sr 11, 1722. 

Dear Gay, 1 
Thank you for ednewhiies me. I would 
"6a my beſt to 3 my ſelf, * — 


NM. POPE to: Mr. GAY. 235 
I find your Idea is ſo cloſely”: connected to 


me, — I muſt forget both together,” or 
I'm ſorry, I could not have a 
(your * 


neither. 
glympſe either of you, or of the Sun 
Father) before you went for Bath. But now 
it pleaſes me to ſee him, and hear of you. 
Pray put Mr. Congreve in mind that he has 
one on this ſide of the World who, loves 


4 os 'V 
* 
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him; and that there are more Men and 


Women in the Univerſe, than Mr. Gay and 
my Lady Dutcheſs of M. There are Ladies 
in and about Richmond that pretend to va- 
lue him and yourſelf; and one of em at 
leaſt may be thought to do it without Af- 
fectation, namely Mrs. Howard. As for 
Mrs. Blounts (whom you mercifully make 
mention of) 
Suſſex. I hope Mrs. Pulteney is the better 
for the Bath, tho I have little Charity and 

few good Wiſhes, for the Ladies, the De- 
ſtroyers of their beſt friends the Men. Pray 
tell her ſhe has forgot the firſt Commiſ- 
ſion I ever troubled her with, and therefore 
it ſhall be the laſt (the very thing I fear 
ſhe deſires.) Dr. Arbutbnot is a ſtrange 
creature; he goes out of town, and leaves 
his Baſtards at other folks doors. 
long been ſo far miſtaken in him as to think 
him a Man of Morals as well as of Politicks. 


they are gone, or going to 


I have 


Pray let him know I made a very unfa-. 


ſhionable enquiry t 'other day of the welfare 
of 
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of his Wife and family: Things that (I pre- 
ſume) are below the conſideration of a Wit 
and an Ombre-player. They are in perfect 
health. 'Tho' Mrs. A Navel has been 
burnt, I hope the Doctor's own Belly is in 
abſolute eaſe and contentment. Now I 
| ſpeak of thoſe Regions about the Abdomen, 
pray dear Gay conſult with him and Dr. 
Chene, to what exact pitch yours may be 
ſuffer d to ſwell, not to outgrow theirs, 
who are, yet, your Betters. Pray tell Dr. 
Arbuthnot that even Pigeon-pyes and Hogs- 
puddings are thought dangerous by our Go- 
vernors; for thoſe' that have been ſent to 
the Biſhop of Rocheſter, are open'd and pro- 
phanely pry' d into at the Tower: Tis the 


firſt time dead Pigeons have been ſuſpet- 


ed of ourying Intelligence. To be ſerious, 
you, and Mr. Congreve (nay and the Doctor 
if he has not dined) will be ſenſible of my 
concern and ſurprize at the commitment of 
that Gentleman, whoſe welfare is as much 

concern as any Friend's I have. I think 
my ſelf a moſt unfortunate wretch; I no 
fooner love, and, upon knowledge, fix my 
eſteem to any man; but he either dies 
like Mr. Craggs or is ſent to Impriſonment 
like the Biſhop. God ſend him as well as 
I wiſh him, manifeſt him to be as In- 
nocent as I believe him, and make all his 
Enemies know him as well as I do, — 
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they e love him and een of him as 

well! 
If you apprehend chis Period to 10 of 
danger in being addreſs d to you; tell 
M. Congreve or ny, DEE it is Cog | 
them. if os ee | _ -- 
Hour, &, Ge! | 


RS Sir, 
Was very much pleas d, not to fa 
oblig'd, by our kind letter, which 
ſufficiently warm d my heart to have an- 
ſwer' d it ſooner, had 1 not been deceiy'd = 
(a way one often is deceiv'd) by hearkening | 
to Women ; who rold me that both Lady | | 
Burlington and yourſelf were immediately 
to return from Tunbridge, and that my Lord 
was gone to bring you back. The world 
furniſhes us with roo many examples of 
what you complain of in yours, and I aſ- 
ſure you, none of em touch and grieve me 
ſo much as what relates to you. I think 4 
Sentiments upon it are the very fame 
I ſhould entertain : I with” thoſe we call | | 
Great Men had the fame Notions, but they | } 
are really the moſt Little Creatures 1 in the | 
world ; and the moſt intereſted, in all but | [ 
one Point; ; Which! is, that they want judg- | 
| ment 
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ment to know their greateſt Intereſt, to 
ENCOUrage and chuſe Honeſt men for their 
Friends. 

I have not once ſcen the Perſon you 
complain of, whom I have of late thought 
ro be, as the Apoſtle admoniſheth, one Fleſh 
with bis W, rife. | 

Pray make my ſincere compliments to 
Lord Burlington, whom I have long known 
to have more Mind to be a Good and 
honourable man, than almoſt any one of 
his rank. 

I have not forgot yours to Lord Boling- 
broke, (tho' I hope to have ſpecdily a fuller 
opportunity) he. returns for Flanders and 
France, next month. 

Mrs. Howard has writ you 8 or 
other in a letter which ſhe ſays ſhe repents. 
She has as much Good nature as if ſhe had 
never ſeen any Ill nature, and had been bred 
among Lambs and Turtle-doves, inſtead of 
Princes and Court-Ladies. 

By the end of this week, 2 will 
paſs a few days with me. We ſhall re- 
member you in our Potations, and wiſh you 
a Fiſher with us, on my Graſs-plat. In the 
mean time we wiſh you Succels as a Fiſher 
of Women, at the Wells, a Rejoycer of the 
Comfortleſs and Widow, an Impregnator of 
the Barren, and a Playfellow of che Mai- 


den. I am 
Nour, &c. 
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Dear Sir, 


Faithfully aſſure you, in the midſt of 


that melancholy with which I have 
been ſo long encompaſſed, in an hourly Ex- 


pectation almoſt of my Mother's death; 


there was no circumſtance that render'd it 
more inſupportable to me, than that I could 
not leave her to ſee you. Vour on pre- 
ſent Eſcape from ſo imminent danger, I 
pray God may prove leſs precarious than 
my poor Mother's can be; whoſe Life at 
her age can at beſt be but a ſhort Reprieve, 
or a longer Dying. But I fear, even that 


is more than God will pleaſe to grant me; 


for, theſe two days paſt, her moſt dangerous 
Symptoms are returned upon her; and 
unleſs there be a ſudden change, I muſt in 
a few days, if not in a few Hours, be de- 
priv'd of her. In the afflifting Proſpect be- 
fore me, I know nothing that can fo much 
alleviate it as the View now given me 
(Heaven grant it may encreaſe) of your 
recovery. In the ſincerity of my heart, I 
am exceſſively concern d, not to be able to 
pay you, dear Gay, any part of the debe! 

very gratefully remember I owe you, on a 

like fad occaſion, When you was here com- 
forting me in her NN Illneſs. May your 
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health augment as faſt as I fear it pleaſes 
God hers muſt decline: I believe that would 
be very faſt —— may the Life that is added 
to you be paſt in good fortune and tran- 
quility, rather of your own giving to your 
ſelf, than from any Expectations or Truſt 
in others. May you and I live together, 
without wiſhing more felicity or acquiſi- 
tions than Friendſhip can give and receive 
without obligations to Greatneſs — God 
keep you, and three or four more of thoſe 
I have known as long, that I may have 
ſomething worth the ſurviving my Mother. 


Adieu, dear Gay, and believe me (while 


you live and while I live) 
1 lan 5 


.... Nour, &c. 


. As I told you in my laſt letter, I repeat 
it in this: Do not think of writing to me. 
The Doctor, Mrs: Howard, and Mrs. Blount, 


give me daily accounts of you. 


—— 
— 
* 4 


11 Sunday Night. 
Dear Sir, Ns oi 
Truly  rejoyc'd to ſee your hand-wri- 
ting, tho I fear d the trouble it might 
give you. I wiſh I had not known that you 


are ſtill fo exceſſively weak. Every day for 


a week 


/ 


Mr. POPE to Mr. GAY. 141 
a week paſt I had hopes of being able in a 


day or two more to fee you. Burt my 
18 Mother advances not at all, gains no 


rength, and ſeems but upon the whole to 
wait for the next cold Day to throw her into 


a Diarrhœa that muſt, if it return, carry her 
off. This being daily to be fear'd, makes 
me not dare to go a day from her, leſt 
that ſhould prove to be her Laſt. God ſend 
you a ſpeedy recovery, and ſuch a total one 
as at your time of Life may be expected. 


You need not call the few words I writ to 
you either kind, or good; That was, and 
zs, nothing. But whatever I have in my 


Nature of Kindneſs, I really have for you, 
and whatever Good I could do, I wou'd 
among the very firſt be glad to do to you, 
In your circumſtance the old Roman fare- 
well is proper. Vive] memor noſtri. 


Your, &c. 
I ſend you a very kind letter of Mr. Dighy 


between whom and me two letters have 
paſs'd concerning you. 


* 


Dear Gay, | 


O words can tell you the great con- 
| cern I feel for you; I aſſure you it 


s Was 


- 
- 
OO IO TOA , ̃7§——ꝰbẽ¼—— ̃ — FP — V OSS 5A Re ET PAS —Ü—Ü III 


* 
Www ul rs yo. - » ea E 


So „ e — 8 
L E T T ERS % 


was not, and is not leſſen d, by the i imme- 
diate apprehenſion I have now oy day 
lain under of loſing my Mother. Be aſ- 
ſur'd, no Duty leſs than that, ſhould have 
kept me one day from attending your con- 
dition : I would come and rake a room by 
you at Hampſtead, to be with you daily, 
were ſhe not {till in danger of A I have 
conſtantly had particular accounts of you 
from the Doctor, which have not ceas'd 
to alarm me yet. God preſerve your life, 
and reſtore your health. I really beg it 
for my own ſake, for I feel I love you 
more than I thought, in health, tho 1 
always lov'd you a great deal. If 1 am fo 
unfortunate , as to bury my poor Mother, 
and yet have the good fortune to have my 
prayers heard for you, I hope we may live 
moſt of our remaining days together, If, 
as I believe, the air of a better clime as 
the Southern Part of France may be thought 
uſeful for your recovery, thither I would go 
with you infallibly; and it is very proba- ä 
ble we might get the Dean with us, who is 
in that abandon'd ſtate already in which I 
ſhall ſhortly be, as to other Cares and Du- 
ties. Dear Gay, be as chearful as your Suf- 
ferings will permit: God is a better friend 
than a Court: Even any honeſt man is a 
better. I promiſe you my entire friengſhip 
mo 3 
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in all events, heartily praying for your re- 


„ 


Nur, &c. 


Do not write, if you are ever ſo able: 
The Doctor tells me all. 


Diear Sir, | 2: 
AM glad to hear of the progreſs of 
your recovery, and the oftner I hear it 

the better, when it becomes eaſy to you to 

give it me. I ſo well remember the Con- 
ſolation you were to me in my Mother's 
former Illneſs, that. it doubles my Concern 
at this time not to be able to be with you, 
or you able to be with me. Had I loſt her, 
I wou'd have been no where elſe but with 
you during your confinement. I have now 
aſt five weeks without once going from 
ome, and without any company but for 
three or four of the days. Friends rarely 
ſtretch their kindneſs ſo far as ten miles. 

My Lord Bolingbroke and Mr. Bethel have 

not forgotten to viſit me: the reſt (except 

Mrs. Blount once) were contented to ſend 

meſſages. I never paſs d ſo melancholy a 

time, and now Mr. Congreve's death touches 

me nearly. Ir is twenty years that [ have 
known him. Every year carries away ſome- 
| | thing 
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thing dear with it, till we outlive all ten- 
derneſſes, and become wretched Individu- 
als again as we begun, Adieu ! This is my 
Birth-day, and this is my Reflection upon 
With added Days if life give nothing new, 

But, like a Sieve, let ev'ry Pleaſure tbr; 
Some Foy till loft, as each vain Near runs o er, 
And all we gain, ſome ſad Reflection more ! 

Is this a Birth-day? — Tis alas too clear, 
*Tis but the Funeral of the former Year. 


J am Yours, Sc. 


—_ * * wad * — 


Twicknam, July 21. 
Dear Gay, | „ 

OU have the ſame ſhare in my me- 
mory that good things * have; 
I always know (whenever I reflect) that 
you ſhould be in my mind; only I reflect 
too ſeldom. However, you ought to al- 
low me the Indulgence I allow all my 
Friends, (and if I did not, They would 
take it) in conſideration that they have other 
avocations; which may prevent the Proofs 
of their remembring me, tho they preſerve 
for me all the friendſhip, and good will, 
which I deſerve from them. In like man- 
ner I expect from you, that my paſt 5 
of 
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of twenty years may be ſet againſt the 
omiſſion of (perhaps) one month: And if 
you complain of this to any other, tis you 
are in the ſpleen, and not I in the wrong. 
If you think this letter ſplenatick, conſider 
I have juſt receiv'd the News of the death 
of a Friend, whom I eſteem'd almoſt as 
many years as you; poor Fenton: He died 
at Eaſthamſtead, of Indolency and Inactivi- 
ty ; let it not be your, fate, but uſe Exerciſe, 
I hope the Ducheſs will take care of you 
in this reſpect, and either make you gal- 
lop after her, or teize you enough at home 
to ſerve inſtead of Exerciſe abroad. Mrs. 
Howard is ſo concern d about you, and ſo 
angry at me for not writing to you, and 
at Mrs. Blownt for not doing the ſame, that 
I am. piqu'd with Jealouſy and Envy at 
you, and hate you as much as if you had 
a great' Place at Court; which you will 
confeſs a proper Cauſe of Envy and Ha- 
tred, in any Poet-militant, or unpenſion d. 
But to ſet matters even, I own I love you; 
and own, I am as I ever was, and juſt as I 
ever ſhall be, 1 r 
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"2, Twickenham, Oct. 16, 1727, 
HAVE many years ago magnify'd in 
1 ee mind, and repeated to you, a 
ninth itude, added to the eight in the 
Scripture ; Bleſſed is he who expects nothing, 


for he ſhall never be diſappointed. I could 


find in my heart to congratulate you on 


this happy Diſmiſſion from all Court-De- 
__ I dare ſay I ſhall find you the 
tter and the Honeſter Man for it, many 
ears hence; very probably the healthful- 
er, and the chearfuller into the bargain. 
You are happily rid of many curſed ce- 
remonies, as well as of many ilt, and vici- 
ous habits, of which few or no men eſcape 
the Infection, who are hackney'd and tramel- 
led in the ways of a Court. Princes indeed, 
and Peers (the Lackies of Princes) and Ladies 


(che Fools of Peers) will ſmile on you the 


leſs; but men of Worth, and real Friends, 
will look on you the better. There is a thing, 
the only thing which Kings and Queens 
cannot give you (for they have it not to 
give) Liberty, which is worth all they have; 
and which, as yet, I hope Engliſbmen need 
not ask from their hands. You will enjoy 
That, and your own Integrity, and the ſa- 

tisfactory 
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tis factory Conſeibuſneſs of havirig n me- 
rited ſuch Graces from them as they be- 
ſtow only on theõ mean, ſervile, flattering, 
intereſted, and undeſerving. The only ſteps 
to their favour are ſueh complacencies, ſuch 
compliances, ſuch diſtant decorums, as de- 
lude chem in their Vanities, or engage 
them in their Paſſions. He is their Greate/? 
favourite, who is their Fal and when 
a man, by ſuch vile Gradations, arrives at 
the height of Grandeur and Power, he is 
then at beſt but in a cireumſtance to be ha- 
ted, and in a condition to be bangeu, for 
ſerving their Ends: So many 4 Miniſter has 
found it! 15151 (1 LOUTU: JOINS : 1105 

I believe you did not want Advice, in che 
letter you ſent by my Lord Grantham. © I 
preſume you writ it hot, without: And yo 
cou'd- not have better, if I gueſs right at 

the perſon who agreed to your doing it, in 

reſpect to any Deoency you (ought to ob- 

ſerve: for I take that perſon to be a perfect 

Judge of Deceneies and Forms. I am not 

without fears even on that perſon's account : 

Ethink it a bad Omen: but what have I to do 
with Court Omens? Dear Gay, adieu. 
F can only add a plain, uncourtly Speech: 

While you are nobody's Servant; you may 

be any one's Friend; and as ſuch I embrace 5 
you, in all conditions of Hife. While I have 

a ſhilling,/youſhall-have fix-penee, tay eight 
1011 * 


pence, 


ts LETTER Gf! 
Fam if I'can comrive to live _— a groat. 
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F. my friendſhip; » were a8 effectual a: as it 

is ſincere, you would be one of thoſe 
people who would be vaſtly advantag d and 
entich d by it. I ever honour'd thoſe Popes 
who were moſt famous for Nepotiſm, tis 
a ſign. chat the old fellows. /aved Somebody, 
which is not uſual in ſuch advanced years. 
And I now honour Sir Robert Walpole, for 
his extenſive Bounty and Goodneſs to his 
private Friends and Relations. But it vexes 
me to the heart when I reflect, that my 
friendſhip is ſo much leſs effectual than 
theirs; nay ſo utterly uſeleſs that it can- 
not give you any thing, not even a Dinner, 
at this diſtance, nor help the General whom 
I greatly love to catch one fiſn. My on- 
ly conſolation. is to think you happier than 
myſelf, and to begin to envy you, which 
is next to hating (an excellent remedy for 
Love.) How comes it that Providence has 
been ſo unkind to me, (who am a greater 
object of compaſſion than any fat man alive) 
* 1 a fore d to — wine, while you 
riot 
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riot in Water; d wich oranges by the 
hand of the Baches öf — ack that 


Lam condemin'd to tve on a High-way 
fide; like” an 6” Patriarch, receiving all 
Gueſts: where my Portico (as Vitgil has 9 


10 ly Or 2104-1] 


K Lane ſali tant um totts, 's yomit edibus undam, _ 


while you are wrapt into the Tdalian Ceres 
ſprinkled with'Roſe-warer, and live in Bur- 


rage Balm and Burnet up to oy chin, 

with the Ducheſs of Lerne, 7 that 1 
am doom'd te the r ery "of dining at 
Court with the Ladies 80 willing! at Wind- 
ſon, while yo are happily baniſh'd'with the 
Ducheſs of Queenshirry So partial is For- 
tune in her diſpenſations! for I deſerv'd ten 
times more to 85 banifh'd than you, and 1 
know: ſome Ladies who merit it better than 
even Thor « EN After this I muſt not 


er 


I * — to pre or or excuſe her not do- 
ing it. herſelf ; ſhe ſeems (for that is all I'll 
lay for a Courtier) to wiſh you migh Eur well. 
AtSthee who is no Courtier fret requentl men- 
tions you, and does ertainl r weil you 
well — 1 Fancy, after all, Y both 145 
ſo. Odlo 21 alten 26 75 nit 927 
I wiitro'Me, Fortefue and töld him the 
Pais yo took to ee Him. Dr. A for all 


enn 1 that 
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- gt ram you and me, 
but I never hear of it. The Dean is Well; 
I have had many aecquntz * him from] 


Iriſh Eyideace, but only twe Letters theſe! 


four ere in both hich yar. men- 
tioned ki He is in the North. of Ir Te 


land, Wadi know not what, with I Ene 
not who). Cleland always ſpeaks of — 
he is at Tanbridge, wondring at the 10 
rior Carni- voracity of the Dr. Hel WE 
now. 4yith. the old Ducheſe of My 
nay dines with- her, after ſhe; has Warn all 
his mongy. Otber Neyys know I not, hut, 
— Counſellor, Bicgſord has hurt himſelf, 
and has the {gn walking-ſtaff LENI 
ſam. He minds ſpeedihnse make yore: 
viſit at Amecbur y. Lam my Lord Dukes. 
m Lady. Dychels's, Mr, Darmer's,, General 
Wende. 1 nA ) 1 no 
1 T70t ; dount ol ob eib o. Tue Sten 
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otider.. indeed than, 8 .c confiltent _with 
an 9 er oo a rande man Who i 


rather: t. wake himſelf euf/ with, the 
Aas! . Kren that af aÞauk Hias Aan 


uneaſy 
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which ate not. And 


uncaſy with thoſe 
— — is in a manner perpe- 
tual to me, ought: rather ter be ſtemembred 
2s: a good man gone, than breathed after as 
one living. Vou are taken from us here, 
to be laid up in a more bleſſed ſtate: with 
Spirits of à higher kind: i ſuch. I reckon 
his Grace and her Grace, ſince their Ba- 
niſhment from an earthly Court to an hea- 
venly ene, in each other and their friends; 
for L conclude none but true Friends will 
eonſort or aſſociate with yy afterwards. 
I can't but look upon myſel 
thy as a man of Twiinam ſeems; to be 
rank de with ſuch rectify d and ſublimated 
e yau) as a ſeparated Spii it toa 
from Courts and Courtly Fopperies. But I 


own, net aHHgether ſo diveſted of terrene 


Matter, nor altogether ſo ſpiritualized, as 
to he worthy: admiſſion to your Depths 
of Retirement and Contentment. I am 
tugg d hack t the world and its regards 
too often ;o and no wonder, when my Tes 
| treat: is but den miles from the Capitalio 1 
am within Ear- hot of Reports, within the 


Vortex of Lyes and Cenſures. I hear 


ſometimes of the Lampooners of Beau- 
ty, the Galuraniators of Virtue, the Jokers 
at Reaſon and Religion. I preſume theſe 
are creatures and things as unknown to you, 
as we of this dirty Orb are to the inhabi- 


(ſo unwor⸗ 
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tants of the Planet ter: Except a fow 
fervent prayers — on the wings of 
the poſt, from two or re ve Zea- 
lous Votaries at this diſtance; as one” Mrs. 
Howard, who lifts up her heart now anch. 
then to you, from the midſt of the Collu- 
vies and Sink of Human Greatneſs at V— : 
One Mrs. B. that fancies you may remem- 
ber her while you liv'd in your mortal and 
too tranſitory State at Petenſbam: One 
Lord B. who admir'd the Ducheſs before 
ſne grew ws 4 anne and 0 few 
others. 34 wart | ins 
To deſcend now to tell you! * are 
our Wants, our Complaints, and our Mi- 
ſeries here; I muſt ſeriouſly ſay, the Loſs 
of any one Good woman is tod great to 
be born eaſily: and poor Mrs. Nailinſon, tho 
a private woman, was ſuch.” Her Husband 
is gone into Oxfordſbire very melancholy, 
and thence to the Bath, to liue on, for ſuch 
is our Fate, and Duty. Adieu. Write to 
me as often as you ill, and (to encourage 
you) I will write Us omg as if vou did 


not. Believe me 2oOf-162 nine 
"och "I E901): CHO 
Wut . Tok oe . 
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| en 097: Och. 1, 1730. 
Dear Sir, . 
AM ſomething like the Sun at this Sea- 
2 fon, withdrawing from the World, bur 
meaning it mighty well, and reſolving to 
ſhine whenever I can again. But I fear 
the Clouds of a long Winter will over- 


come me to ſuch a degree, that any body 


will take a farthing candle for a better 
Guide, and more ſerviceable companion. 
My Friends may remember my brighter 
days, but will think (like the 1r:/man) that 
the Moon is a better thing when once I am 
gone. I don't fay this with any alluſion to 
my Poetical capacity as a Son of Apollo, 
but in my Companionable one, (if you'll 
ſuffer me to uſe a phraſe of the Earl of 
Clarendon's) For I ſhall ſee or be ſeen of 
few of you, this Winter. I am grown too 
faint to do any good, or to give any plea- 
ſure. I not only, as Dryden fairly ſays, 
Feel my notes decay as a Poet, but feel my 
Spirits flag as a Companion, and ſhall re- 
turn again to where I firſt began, my 
Books. I have been putting my Library 
in order, and enlarging the Chimney in it, 
with equal intention ro warm my Mind 
and Body (if I can) to ſome Life. A Friend, 


_ 
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Ax Woman-friend, God help me!) with 
whoir 1 have ſpent three or four hours a day 
theſe fifteen years, adviſed me to paſs more 
time in my ſtudies: I reflected, ſhe muſt 
have found ſome Reaſon for this admoni- 
tion, and concluded ſhe wou'd compleat all 
her kindneſſes to me by returning me to 
the Employment I am. fitteſt, for; Con- 
verſation with the dead, che old, i and Une 
worm- eaten. 1 
Judge therefore if 'F might, not treat 
you as a Beatify'd Spirit, comparing your 
life wich my ſtupid ſtate. For as to my 
living at Windſor with Ladies, Sc. it is all 
a dream; I was there but two nights, and 
all che day out of that company. I ſhall 
certainly make as little Court to others, as 
they do to me; and that will be none at 
all. My Fair-Weather- Friends of the Sum- 
mer are going away for London, and I ſhall 
ſee Them and the Butterflies together, if 
1 live till next year; w which 1 would not 
delire to do, if it were only for their ſakes: 
But we that are Writers, ought to love Po- 
terity, that Poſterity may love us; and I 
would willingly live to ſee the Children of 
the preſent Race, meerly in hope they ey 
be a little Wiler than their Parents. | 
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